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committee have reported the fact and ask for the 
ordef. ° 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It requires 
unanimous consent for the consideration of the 
resolution to-day. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. HALE. I have no objection to the con- 
sideration of the resolution; but, as I voted against 
the former one, ina conga of four, and expect 
to vote against this one in about as small a mi- 
nority; and as I look upon it as a dangerous pre- 
cedent; and as itis admitted, I think, by the chair- 
man who introduced it, to be an innovation upon 
the practice of the Senate 

Mr. MASON. Nogsir. 

Mr. HALE. I thought I understood the chair- 
man to say that he had never found any precedent 
for a resolution of this sort. 

Mr. MASON. The Senator will indulge me 
fora moment. I said this: that, in looking into 
the records of the Senate, I did not find any pre- 
cedent here; which I understood to mean thai the 
occasion had not heretofore arisen; not that this 
was an innovation. 

Mr. HALE. Then the difference between us 
as to the term “ innovation” is simply a difficulty 
about definition. It is a new precedent here, es- 
tablished for the first time now; and as I believe 
itis a dangerous, a very dangerous, exercise of 
power, entirely unwarranted by the Constitution, 
and of gangerous example, I crave the indulgence 
of the Senate while I state very briefly the reasons 
which will induce me to vote against it, and pro- 
test against it, here and elsewhere, now and for- 
ever. 

[ look upon it, sir, as a most gigantic stride of 
power on the part of this central Government, 
which is to throw down all the barriers that the 
State governments can throw around the indi- 
vidual for the protection of his personal rights; 
and Lask gentlemen who propose to vote for this 
resolutien, to put their finger on the Constitution 
and tell me where the power is to be found. I 





think I can tell them that, while they cannot find || 


it, | can put my finger on the place and show 
them where this Government is expressly forbid- 
den, either the Senate or House of Representa- 
tives, er the two Houses combined, to exercise 
any such power. Sir, this was a very delicate 
subject in the convention-which formed the Con- 
stitution of the United States; and they provided 
in the Constitution two cases in which this power 
might be exerted to take a citizen out of one State 
and carry him into another. One was the case of 
fugitives from justice. They thought it was neces- 
sary in forming this iendialanpaiate leaving to the 
States as much power as they could, that there 


should be a power given by which a citizen might | 


be taken out of one State and carried into another 
when he had escaped therefrom after having com- 
mitted a crime. he other case was that of fugi- 
tives from labor. The convention provided that 
in these two instances, in regard to fugitives from 
justice and fugitives from labor, the arm of the 
Federal Government might be extended into the 
States—I mean as the Constitution has been con- 
strued—and take outof the States those twoclasses 
of individuals, and none other. 

Then, sir, the jealousies that were existing 
against this Government were so great that in the 


amendments that were adopted soon after the Gov- | 


ernment went into operation, the States put in this, 
which I construe to be a prohibition to the Fed- 
eral Government to meddle with a citizen in any 
one of the States, except in the manner provided 
for in the clauses to which I have referred: 

“The powers not delegated to the United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved 
to the States respectively, or to the peopic.”’ 

I construe that as much as if this amendment 
had said, ‘we have given to you the power to 
take a fugitive from labor and a fugitive from jus- 
tice out of any State into which he may escape, 
and carry him back to the State from which he 
came; but beyond that, touch not the citizen; be- 
yond that we withhold the power; we reserve to 
the States and the people everything else; and the 
protection of the individual rights of the citizen 
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| by the State governments shall be sacred and in- 


we have provided for in the Constitution.’’ To 
my mind this argument is unanswerable. I con- 
fess that it strikes my understanding with all the 
conviction of demonstration. 

I know, sir, that there has been a construction 
ofthe Constitution sometimes called latitudinarian, 
behind which the advocates of the extension of 
Federal power have sought to fortify themselves. 


that are conferred by Congress, it is said they 
shall have power 

To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper 
for carrying into execution the foregoing powers.”’ 

I concede that; but if that covers the case, it does 
not say that the Congress shall exercise all pow- 


violable forever, except in the two cases which | 


'| large rewards, offered 


ers which may be necessary; but that they shall | 


have power to make all laws which shall be ne- | 


cessary for carrying into execution the granted | 


In this article, after enumerating all the powers 
| 


powers. A sufficient answer to the argument de- | 


| . ° ° ~ 

| rived from that is, that Congress have made no 
| such law in the case, and if this power of taking 
| the citizen out of one State and carrying him to 
this District was necessary for carrying out the 


bedone by law, and that law has not been passed. 

But, sir, | have another objection to this resolu- 
tion, though the one which [ have stated is perfectly 
unanswerable to my mind; I do not pretend to 


them. 


We had no power to give that committee 


the Senate, a part of the legislature, is also a part 
of the judiciary, and it has certain judicial powers; 
| but those judicial powers are limited to the ex- 
| press grant where th ' 

are,if I recollect the Constitution rightly, twofold: 
one is the case of impeachment, and the other 
| where it sits to try the right of its own members 
| to their seats. These are the judicial powers of 
the Senate; and, if [ recollect rightly, though I 
may be mistaken, but I think I am not mistaken, 
these are all the judicial powers that the Senate 
possess. The article of the Constitution which 
says that Congress shall have power to make all 
laws which are necessary to carry out the granted 
powers, does not mean that they shall have all 
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being invidious, be called an inquisitorial power, 
by which witnesses were to be summoned, and 
inquiries were to be made, not as to the necessities 


| of legislation, but as to whether laws that were in 


| an invasion of the j 


existence had been violated by individuals, Thatis 
icial power, and an infringe- 
ment of personal rights, which, | think, the Senate 


| would not have adopted if they had given it that 


consideration which, in my judgment, it deserves. 
Sut sir, as to this other power of sending into 
the States and taking witnesses, and carrying 
them at your pleasure from one State to another, 
to my mind, it is one of the mostalarming strides 
of Federal power that has ever come under my ob- 
servation, and one most liable to abuse. I have 
seen here, during the present session, rewards, 
i the life of a citizen of 

Massacliusetts, and a citizen of Ohio. How casy, 
then, if this power is to be exercised, is it for any 
individual to go before a magistrate and make out 
a case, under the law; have the witnesses sum- 
moned trom one State to another, and, under that 
pretense, get him to a place where neither his 
rights nor his life would be safe; for I take it that 


|| no man’s rights or life would be safe in a com- 


execution of the powers granted, itis necessary to | 


speak for anybody else. I think that, in the hurry | 
of the moment and inthe excitement of the hour, | 
the powers that were conferred on this committee | 
were broader than we had any authority to give | 


anything that we had not ourselves. I grant that | 


1e authority is given, and they | 


| powers which are convenient; but when the term | 


| ‘necessary ”’ is used itimplies something without 
which the power granted could not be exercised. 
It does not mean that they shall have all powers 
which would make the exercise of the power 
granted more convenient; but it means that they 
shall be absolutely necessary, and ‘‘ necessary”’ 


without it. 


words: 
| Whether any citizens of the United States not present 
| were implicated therein, or accessory thereto, by contribu 
tions of money, arms, munitions or otherwise.”’ s 
I contend that that-is strictly and literally a 

judicial power. Itis a power to which the judi- 
ciary is perfectly competent. It is a power emi- 
| nently ager of to that department of the Govern- 
| ment. 

make general laws; but toascertain whether an in- 
dividual is amenable to the law for a violation of 
| it, is, if | know anything about language, strictly 
a judicial power. Congress can only inquire in 





What has it to do with the necessity of passing 
laws, whether this or that individual has been 
guilty of a certain specified crime? I think that, 
| in the hurry and the excitement of the moment, 


and in the desire and the anxiety which we all || 


t isthe right of Congress to pass laws, to | 


| possessed to give an opportunity for investigation | 


to those who felt themselves aggrieved by the out- 
rage of which they complained, we went a little 
too far, and undertook to invest this committee 
with powers which we did not possess ourselves. 
That was a judicial power; or it might, without 


| 


| 


implies that the thing granted cannot be executed || 
i 3ut, sir, the power with which the | 
Senate undertook to invest this committee, and | 
which they do not possess themselves, is in these | 


reference to the necessity of passing general laws. || 
| tween that case and this. 
| ness submits to this authorit 


munity where a price was set upon his head. 

1 know very well, that this principle was adopt 
ed in 1846, in an act of Congress, and the power 
was given to your Federal judges, all over these 
United States, upon the mere showing of the pros- 
ecuting attorney, to summon and compel the at- 
tendance of witnesses from New Hampshire to 
Louisiana, oranywhere else. [ have not that law 
before me, and | do not know but that, in its 
terms, it might be broad enough to authorize some 
of your five dollar commissioners- 

Mr. SLIDELL. I am sorry to interrupt the 
Senator from New Hampshire, but the morning 
hour has expired, and the regular order is the uri- 
finished business of yesterday. 

Mr. MASON. I submit that this is a question 
of privilege, strictly, and I ask the Senate to go 
through with it. Without any discourtesy in the 
world, to the Senator from New Hampshire, i 
shall not feel myself called upon to reply to him, 
but shall ask that the vote be taken 

Mr. HALE. If that is the case 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is the im- 
pression of the Chair that it 1s a privileged ques- 
tion, and the Senator is in order. 

Mr. HALE. I did not want the Senator to re- 
ply, I will say without any discourtesy. I only 
want to vindicate myself before my constituents 
for the vote I shall give. I did not getup to make 
a speech. I do not care to go on. I simply got up 
to state the grounds on which I shall vote against 
the resolution. | content myself with simply ask- 
ing for the yeas and nays on the passage of the 
resolution. 

Mr. MASON. I said that, without the slightest 
discourtesy, far Jess disrespect for the Senator, I 
did not feel called upon to reply. The Senate, 
within the past week, has made a similar order in 
regard to witnesses who refused to attend before 
this committee. I said that the precedents of the 
Senate showed no case, as far as I had been able 
to ascertain, where a witness had refused to at- 
tend; but they do show more than one case—cer- 
tainly one—where, when a witness who didattend 
refused to give evidence, a like case of contumacy, 
the Senate exercised its power to arrest the witness 
and confine him; and he applied for a habeas cor- 
pug, and the courts refused to discharge him, ac- 
knowledging the power of the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. If the Senator will indulge me a 
single moment, I will puint out the difference be- 
I contead that if a wit- 
and comes here 
before the Senate to testify, then this objection 
does not exist, but they may exercise such author- 
ity as they have for contempt when he is here. 

hat does not authorize you to send a summons 
into another State to bring him here. 

Mr. MASON. The consent of the witness 
could confer no jurisdiction on the Senate. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. PUGH. I voted for the other resolution, 
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the question not having been debated; and it hav- 
ing been said that the House of Representatives, 
on several occasions, had exercised that author- 
ity. Since that time, 1 have considered the ques- 
tion, and have arrived at the conclusion that the 
Senate has no power to summon any witness out 
of the District of Columbia, except m case of im- 
peachment, or acontested election. I shall, there- 
fore, vote against this resolution. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I have not given to this 
subject any very extended examinauon. I voted 
the other day for the exercise of this power. The 
subject being now started, and the question being 
raised, lL desire to give the present inppressions on 
my mind in relation to it. ' 

As to those provisions of the Constitution to 
which the Senator from New Hampshire alluded, 
I do not consider the case atall within them. They 
relate entirely to a different matter. This is a 
power to be exercised by the Senate in relation to 
the performance of its own duties. I take it, that 
the Senate is clothed with the same powers in 
relation to the performance of the ‘duties which 
are devolved on it by the Constituuon which cre- 
ated it, as a court—the same power to preserve 
its own order, the same power to preserve not 
merely its own order, but to avail itself of the in- 
formation which is necessary, in its own estima- 
tion, to the discharge of its duties. It is unne- 
cessary now to go into a consideration of those 
powers of the courts which are incident to their 
very organization, in the preservation of their 
own order of proceeding, their own decorum, 
their own self-respect. ‘That is all devolved on 
the Senate in any necessary and proper case for it. 

But there is another branch of incidental power 
to a judiciary which is necessary also to a legis- 
lative body; and that is the authority to take 
measures to carry into effect the powers which it 
is called upon to exercise. A court must neces- 
sarily be clothed with power to call witnesses 
before it. ‘That 1s necessary in order to obtain 
that information which they must possess to en- 
able them to discharge their duty of rendering a 
judgment. ‘The courts issue their subpenas for 
the purpose of calling witnesses. If a witness 
disregards the process for his attendance upon a 
court, on all proper measures being taken, the 
court must necessarily be, and is always clothed, 
without any particular statute, with the power to 
call that witness, to bring him, and if he will not 
come upon invitation and upon notice, they issue 
a precept to bring him, not merely for the pur- 
pose of punishing him for contempt, for disregard 
of the precept which has been sent to him, but to 
bring the witness in to testifyinthe court. That 
is & power exercised by the court, not merely for 
the purpose of punishing for contempt, but for 
the purpose of enabling the court to avail itself of 
the information which the witness has, in order 
to discharge its duties in the inquiry before it, and 
enable it to rendera judgment. I say that when- 
ever there 1s, in the exercise of the power of either 
House of Congress, the necessity of obtaining 
information in the discharge of their duty, in their 
judgment, they are clothed, as I think, with the 
same necessary incidental power as a court tocall 
a witness, and if need be, to punish him fora con- 
tempt of your precept, and to compel his attend- 
ance for the purpose of availing yourselves of 
the information which the witness is supposed to 
possess. This I consider a necessary incidental 
power, as well to cither House of Congress as to 
a court of justice, 

Now, sir, the case before us is a case of that 
character. The witness spoken of has been sent 
for; proper notices have been served on him; but 
he does not attend. The facts which are sup- 
posed to be within the knowledge of this witness 
are desired. Are we not enutled to them ? May 
not the Senate exercise this incidental power for 
the purpose of obtaining the information which 
they have adjudged necessary to the discharge of 
their duty in relation to laws for the protection 
of the public property, if you please, and the 
peace of the States, and to secure them against 
invasion? The Senate have raised a committee 


Next, sir, in relation to where we may send | 
for witnesses: the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire seems to suppose that we cannot send to 
another State. We are not inany State. If it | 
is true that we can obtain our witnesses only from 
the District of Columbia, certain it is that the 
range of inquiry within the power of the Senate 
is very limited indeed. | have supposed that this 
necessary incidental power to the exercise of our 
rights and privileges and duty, was coextensive | 
with the country and with the States which were | 
here represented. . 1 believe that this power has | 
been exercised here, perhaps not exactly in this 
form; but it has certainly been exerted by the 
House of Represtntatives from time totime. That 
being the body in which inquiries most generally 
originate, they have had most occasion to use the 
power. It has been used there in precisely this 
way, from time to time, as they had occasion. I| 
have no doubt that they will consider themselves 
as having very much further occasion for the 
examination of witnesses from all parts of our 
country, in order to secure ourselves, if you please, 


| against abuses and perversions of law and au- 


| exercised which is susceptible of abuse, or in re- 


| from Texas [Mr. Wicratt] alluded to the other 
| we are the inheritors of all the powers that ever 


| to everything that ever belonged to the Court of 


thority in all parts of this country, exercised un- 
der the color of authority from the United States. 

I therefore consider the case as one in which 
the Senate properly has, within the exercise of 
its power, the authority to enforce the attendance 
of witnesses. If it be true that no power is to be 


gard to which thereis great danger of abuse, all 
I can say is, that then no powers can exist in any 
Government, because every power granted is lia- 
ble to abuse; and the more important the power 
the more danger of the abuse. If that argument 
be good for anything, it would be the end of all 
power in Government. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I have certainly 
the highest respect for the honorable Senator from 
Vermont; but, with all deference to his better 
judgment, I think he labors under a great mistake; 
aud it is the mistake which the honorable Senator 


day—a misapprehension of the nature of the Gov- 
ernment. A great many men seem to think that 


belonged to the British Parliament; and that, when | 
we sit as a court, we are entitled, by inheritance, | 


King’s Bench. The difficulty is, that we area Gov- 
ernment of limited powers—delegated powers; and 
so jealous were the constituencies that conferred 
these powers upon us, that they said * all powers 
that we have not conferred, we keep to ourselves.”’ 
They thought it was necessary to deliver up crim- 


_inals. Is it not necessary to have witnesses? You 


‘“annot convicta prisoner withouta witness, unless | 


he pleads guilty. If it had been necessary, in the | 


opinion of those who formed this Constitution, 
that the power of compelling the attendance of 
witnesses from one State to another should have | 
been given, they would have given it. No, sir; | 
they said, ‘* We give you the power to take a crim- 

ak byt there we stop; we do not give you the 
power to take witnesses;’’ and it is from the mis- 


| take of the honorable Senator from Vermont, in | 
| regard to the difference between this tribunakand 


| 
| 
others of a general character, that his present | 
position arises, It is this that | want to combat | 


/ against. Weare notacourt with plenary powers. | 


We have no incidental powers. 


We have dele- 


gate | powers; and we have also power to make | 


laws that are necessary, indispensable, to carry 


| out these delegated powers—nothing more. 


| Ten Eyck, Trambull, and Wigfali—43. 


; Hale, Hamlin, Pugh, Sumner, Toombs, Wade, Wilkin- | 


to ascertain certain facts. To what extent should | 


they go? The Secate said they wanted these 
facts for the purpose of seeing what legislation 
was necessary. Are they not to be permitted to 
have them? I think that question tome already 
been decided; and if it were not, it would bea 
perfectly proper subject to decide. 


| 
; 
} 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 43, nays 12; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, 
Bragg, Bright, Brown, Clay, Clingman, Collamer, Critten- | 
den, Davis, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Fitch, Fitz- | 
yatrick, Foot, Foster. Green, Grimes, Gwin, Harlan, Haun, 
Junter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Jolincon of Ten- 
nessee, Kennedy, Masen, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, Pow- 
ell, Rice, Saulsbury, Sebastian, Seward, Simmons, Slidell, 


NAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Chesnut, Clark, Durkee, 


son, and Wilson—12. 
So the resolution was agreed to. 
CLAIMS AGAINST PERU. 


Mr. HALE. I submit the following resolu- 
tion; and I hope it will be considered now: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 


quested to inform the Senate, if in his opinion it be not 


incompatible with the public interests, whether the Gov- 
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ernment of Peru complied with the stipulations made by 
the Minister of that country in behalf of the citizens of the 
United States, who had sent Vessels to the Lobos Islands 
for guano, between the 5th of June and the 25th of August, 
1652; and if not, whether this Goverument has taken any 
steps to enforce the claims of those citizens against the 
Peruvian Government, and what is the character and 
amount of those claims. 

Mr. MASON. I have no present purpose to 
object to the resolution; but T would say to the 
Senator, as far as I apprehend its scope, I have 
reason to believe that that information will be 
communicated to the Senate, and 1 ask that the 
resolution lie over. I have no objection to taking 
it up at an early day. 

_ The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection be- 
ing made, the resolution wil] Jie over under the 
rule. 

OFFICERS OF THE REVENUE SERVICE. 

Mr. NICHOLSON submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into and report upon the expediency of 
having all commissions of captains and lieutenants in the 


| revenue service submitted to the Senate tor confirmation, 


subject to the same rules and restrictions that apply to sim- 
ilar commissions in the Navy, and also on the propriety of 
increasing the pay of said captains and lieutenants. 


LIGHT-HOUSE AT CHICAGO. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I present a resolution of 


inquiry; and I ask for its consideration now: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to inform the Senate whether the sum of $87,000, appro- 
priated by act of March 3, 1859, for repairing the works and 
piers in order to preserve and secure the light-house at Chi- 
cago, Illinois, or any part thereof, has been expended in 
making said repairs ; and if not, the reason why said appro- 
priation has not been used. 


Mr. DAVIS. lask whether the language of 
the resolution exactly conforms to the language 
of the law—*‘ works and piers.”’ 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I believe it does. The 
language of the law is, ‘‘for repairing the works 
and piers, in order to preserve and secure the light- 
house at Chicago, Illinois.” 

Mr. DAVIS. I have no objection to it. 

The resolution was considered by wnanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


PRIVATE BILL DAY. 
Mr. IVERSON. 


I have a resolution to offer; 


_ and I ask for its present consideration: 


Resolved, That for the residue of the present session, af- 
ter the present week, Friday of each week shall be set apart 
for the consideration of private bills in the order in which 
they stand upon the Calendar. . 

Mr. SLIDELL. I had drawn upa resolution, 
and was about to submit it, on that subject; and I 
will suggest an amendment to the resolution of the 
Senator from Georgia, that each alternate Friday 
shall be private bill day. : 

Mr. IVERSON. I will state to the Senator 
from Louisiana, that I do not think every other 
Friday would answer, by any means. There are 
now seventy cases; and all the adverse reports 
from the Court of Claims are to be acted on, so 
that we may get rid of them in some way. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Very well; let it go. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


SALE OF ARMS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is the im- 
perative duty of the Chairto announce the special 
order unless otherwise disposed of by the Senate. 
The first business in order is the unfinished busi- 


ness of yesterday. 


! 


Mr. DAVIS. I should like the Senate to take 
up a little bill, which I hope will excite no dis- 
cussion. It is the bill (S. No. 45) to authorize 
the States to purchase arms from the national 
armories. There are a number of volunteer com- 
yanies wanting to purchase arms, but the States 
fea not a sufficient supply. I move to take up 
the bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whgle, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill (S. No. 45) to authorize the sale of 
public arms to the several States and Territories, 
and to regulate the appointment of superintend- 
ents of the national armories. 

It proposes to authorize the Secretary of War 
to issue to any State or Territory of the United 
States, on application of the Governor thereot, 
arms made at the United States armories, to such 
extent as may be spared from the public supplies, 


1860. 


without injury or inconvenience to the service of | 
the General Sopeeneventynpen payment Raneos, 
in each case, of an amount sufficient to replace, 
by fabrication at the national armories, the arms 
so issyed. It further provides that so much of | 
the act, approved August 5, 1854, as authorizes | 
the appointment of a civilian as superintendent 
of each of the national armories be repealed, and 
that the superintendents of those armories shall 
hereafter be selected from officers of the ordnance || 
corps. = 

Mr. SLIDELL. I appeal to my friend from 
Mississippi to tet this bill go over. It is a bill of | 
a very important character. It contains a pro- 
vision not only as to the mode of conducting the 
sale of public arms, but in regard to the superin- | 
tendence of the armories. 

Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator from Louisiana 
thinks the ere as to the superintendents is 
an objection, I will consent to strike it out. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I do not oppose it; but it 
may lead to discussion. 

Mr. DAVIS. Ido not know why it should. 
I have been waiting a long time to getitup. The 
bill was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, 

Mr. SIMMONS. I should like to examine the 
present law in reference to the appointment of || 
these superintendents. I think there was a dis- 
cussion oa some eight or ten years ago on the || 
question of appointing civil superintendents to 
manage the machine shops at the armories. Ido 
not know that the present system, In that respect, | 
has worked very badly. I should like to inquire 
about it before | vote. Unless there is a very 
urgent necessity for-passing that part of the bill, | 
I prefer it should go over. There is no objection 
to the other part of the bill that I know of. 

Mr. DAVIS. If there is any objection, | will 
waive it. I will state, however, the whole view | 
I have on the subject in a single sentence. I was | 
always opposed to taking the superintendence of || 
the armories from the control of the ordnance de- 
partment. I think experience has shown that it 
was an unwise measure; that, although we got a || 
very good superintendent at one of the armories, | 
it was necessary to keep an ordnance officer there | 
the greater part of the time, to direct the opera- 
tions. At the other armory everything has gone 
from bad to worse from the day the change was | 
made. Then, again, the Senater from Rhode | 
Islar d will understand, without an argument, that 
an Officer stationed at an armory could have ord- 
nance soldiers to serve as sentinels, as a guard; 
and that, if we have a civilian in charge ef the || 
works, he cannot thus employ the ordnance men, 
who are soldiers of the Army. There is the whole 
question. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I should like to examine 
the bill before it passes.. I have no opportunity | 
to examine it now. There are two special orders 

. et for to-day already, as | understand. I have 
no objection to an early consideration of the bill; 
but I have not examined it, and I do not know 
that I am prepared to vote upon it. 

Mr. DAVIS. Of eso, would not ask any | 
Senator to vote for it without examination. I will 
say Thursday morning. [** Monday.’’] 

Mr. HALE. Has the bill been printed? 

Mr. DAVIS. Oh, yes; it has been lying on | 
our tables. 

Mr. WILSON. Let it go over to Thursday. 

Mr. DAVIS. Say Thursday morning. Imove 
to make it the special order for Thursday, at two 
o’clock, 

The motion was agreed to. 


i] 
| 
| 
BANK ISSUES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 4 
i] 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- || 
sumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 50) to || 
prohibit the issue of bank notes by corporations, 
associations, or individuals within the District of | 
Columbia; and further to prevent the circulation || 
of bank notes issued by any incorporated com- || 
pany or association of individuals located beyond || 
the limits of the District of Columbia, of a less || 
denomination than twenty dollars. \} 

Mr. SIMMONS. When this bill was under 
discussion, the other day, I had intended to ad- || 
dress some remarks to the Senate upon it; but || 
since then the discussion that took place has pretty i] 
much passed from my mind. I was principally | 
| 











| 


induced to notice the provisions of this bill by 
what fell from different Senators on the opposite || 


TH 


| There were very harsh epithets used 
|} tothe conduct of these banks. They were charged | 


|| these bodies corporate. 





side of this Chamber in reference to the conduct 


of these banks, and particularly in reference to the | 


course pursued by the Senator from Virginia [Mr, 
Masoy] in opposing this bill. 

The Senator from Virginia, as I thought, gave 
very good reasons for not interfering by legisla- 
tion with the affairs of the banks of this District. 
The temperate and reasonable view which he took 


the other side “that my attention was attracted. 
in relation 


with having violated the law, and issued bills 
without law and against law; and yet, as I read 
the report of the committee, there has never been 
any law against the issuing of bank bills within 
the District, except so far as there is a law pre- 


venting the issue of bills below five dollars. That | 
is what I gather from the reading of the report, | 
and this legislation is called for because there is | 


no existing law against the issue of paper money 
here. 

3oth the Senators from Louisiana denounced 
the banks here, and one of them spoke of their 


| conduct as a fraudulent evasion of the law, con- 


tinuing the charters of the banks from ume to 
time, for the purpose of liquidating, as they said, 
and winding up their concerns. Whatever may 


have been the character of these institutions while | 


they were incorporated, whatever may have been 
their conduct prior to the expiration of their char- 
ters, the Senate do not purpose now to go intoan 
examination of it with a view to any legislation, 
They are no longer corporations, and have not 
been for sixteen years. W 

system of legislation towards associated com- 
pa here for carrying on banking business, that 
i 


hy should we adopta | 


ave been operating for sixteen years without | 


complaint?) Why base that legislation upon the 
ground that some other institutions, prior to 1844, 
violated the law? Suppose they did violate it; I 
cannot find any violation of the law. But admit- 


| ting it all to be true, is it any ground to justify 


our interfering with the business relations of the 
people in this District, that corporations which 


existed within the limits of this District sixteen | 
years ago may have violated the spirit of some 


| of the provisions of a law that was enacted to wind 


them up? I think not. 


| regard these acts of incorporation for limited | 


periods as not having granted a single power to 


legal entity, authorizing it to sue and be sued, 
and describing what officers could bind that cor- 
oration by their signature, and going on to say 
10W itcouldelectits officers, &c. They never gave 
them any power to tssue bills as a currency. 


They merely created a | 


There is no such grantin the acts. The only bank | 


charter | have examined is that of the Bank of 


Washington. It seems to have been an associ- 


|| ated company for banking purposes, and had been, 


for eighteen months, when the charter was granted, 


| under the same name that was given to it by the 


charter as its corporatename. I should suppose, 
without understanding much about law, that after 
the expiration of a charter, the institution would 
revert to the original proprietors, with all its ef- 
fects. They would stand, then, where they had 
been before they had a charter—that would be my 


| Opinion—without any law to wind it up; and it 
| wasoptional with those people whether they would 


wind up under their extended charters or not. 
They were extended from 1831 to 1836, and then 
subsequently extended for short periods, with a 
view to their settling up the affairs of the corpo- 
rations. Whatever may have been the provisions 
of those acts, extending their charters with a view 
to their affairs being wound up or settled up, is 
of no consideration now. Whether they behaved 
well or ill, the present trustees of these institu- 


| tions are not at all responsible for them. 


These institutions are the only omes within this 
city for the accommodation of the business of the 


| city, excepting private hanks. The general notion 


that acts of incorporation-—which are usually got 
up merely for the convenience of transacting busi- 
ness—necessarily grant powers, is a very errone- 
ousone. They may grant powers, but the charter 
that I eXamined granted none. It did not grant 
power to take deposits or to issue bills. There 
were some provisions in some of the acts fixing 
damages for refusal to pay a debt, or for a sus- 
pension of specie payments, at twelve per cent. 
per annum, instead of six 
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Mr. GREEN. Will the Senator allow me to 
interrupt him? 

Mr. SIMMONS. Certainly. 

Mr. GREEN. I merely wish to suggest that 
it is desirable to have a short executive session; 
and if the Senator will allow me, I will make that 





| motion now, and this bill will go over and be the 


special order for the next day we meet. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I trust not. I trust the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island will be allowed to con- 
clude, and a vote taken on the bill. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I will do almost anything 
that is wanted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster.) 
Does the Senator from Rhode Island give way to 
the Senator from Missouri? 

Mr. SIMMONS. I did not understand what 
he wanted to do. 

Mr. GREEN. I desire an @xecutive session 
with your consent, and not without. 


Mr. SIMMONS. I have no objection. I do 


| not like to occupy time when there is more im- 


portant business. 
Mr. GREEN. I move, then, that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive business. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Missouri move the postponement of the 


| subject under consideration ? 


Mr. GREEN. Let it go over as the special 
order for the next day of meeting. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. [ask the honorable Sen- 
ator from Miss«uri to allow me, in relation to an- 
other special order which was fixed for to-day, to 


| move also that that be fixed for the same time. 


What is the time? I move that the special order, 
which was fixed for to-day,on my motion a week 
ago, be postponed 

Mr. SLIDELL. I must object to any inter- 
ruption. If the Senator from Rhode Island chooses 
to give way for the purpose of going into execu- 





| tive session, that is a motion that is not suscept- 
ble of debate; it cannot be discussed; and I am 


perfectly willing that the question shall be taken 
on it; but I prefer it should be taken at once, with- 
out any other business being brought before the 
Senate. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


That is the 


| motion before the Senate. The question is, Shall 





the business before the Senate be postponed to go 
into executive session? 

Mr. SLIDELL. That is not the question. 
The question is on going into executive session; 
and then this bill will remain the business before 
the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is On going into executive session. 

The question being put, there were, on a divis- 
ion, ayes 16, noes 16; no quorum voting. 

Mr. MASON. Will the Senate allow me to 
say this: I feel myself constrained to renew the 
motion of the Senator from Missouri, but I did 
not intend to do it until a later hour. I[t is im- 
portant that some executive business should be 
transacted to-day. I do not think it will take a 
very long time to do it; but it is now nearly three 
o’clock, and very little business, I presume, can 
be transacted between this and the hour at which 
the Senate usually adjourns. i renew the motion 
to go into exccutive session. There isa quorum 
now present. 

The motion was agreed to; there being, ona 
division—ayes nineteen, noes not counted; and the 
Senate proceeded to the consideration of executive 
business. Afier some time spent therein, the 
doors were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespar, February 21, 1860. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Sertimes Tustin, D. D. 
he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 
The SPEAKER has appointed the following 
members Regents of the Smithsonian Institution: 
Messrs. Stanton, Ewerisn, and Garrrece. 


CHIANGES I). COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER appointed Mr. Noevt a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Private Land Claims, in 
place of Mr. Anperson, of Missouri, excused; 
and Mr. Anperson, of Missouri,a member of the 
Committee on Expenditures on the Public Build- 
ings, in place of Mr. Nog ut, excused. 


Prayer 
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CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF WAR DEPARTMENT. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting a statement of the expenditures from the 
appropriation for the conungent expenses of the 


Department during the fiscal year ending June | 


30, 1859: which was laid upon the table, and or- 
dered to be printed, 
CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF MILITARY. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of War, show- 
ing the expenditures from the appropriation for 
the contingent expenses of the military establish- 
ment; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


NATIONAL ARMORIES. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting a statement exhibiting the expenses of the 


national armories, and the arms and appendages | 


made thereat, during the year 1859; which was re- 


ferred to tie Committee on Military Affairs, and || 


ordered to be printed. 
THE MILITIA. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting a return of the militia of the United States, 


and of their arms, accouterments, and ammuni- | 


tion, for the year 1859; which was laid upon the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 
INDIAN TRIBES. 

Mr. POTTER presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of the State of Wisconsin in relation 
to certain Indian tribes in that State; and also the 
memorial of certain Indians; which were referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

CLERK TO A COMMITTEE. 

Mr. GROW. [rise toa privileged question. 
The Committee on Printing are authorized to re- 
pert at any time, and I am instructed en eany 


»y that committee to report the resolution which 
I send to the Clerk’s desk; and upon it I shall | 


demand the previgus question. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the select committee on printing, engrav- 
ing, and binding, in the several Departments of the Govern- 
ment, be authorized to employ a clerk, at four dollars per 
day, during the time of such employment. 

Mr. GROW. I presume, sir, that there can be 
no objection to the adoption of that resolution. 
I therefore call for the previous question. 

Mr. FLORENCE. There is no objection to 
the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. FLORENCE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

CHUANGE OF REFERENCE. 

Mr. COLFAX. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ask 
that the House will allow me to report back cer- 
tain papers which were wrongly referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, in 
order that they may be referred to their appropri- 
ate committees. - 

There was no objection. 

Mr. COLFAX. I report back, from the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, a me- 
mortal praying for a donation of land to the cities, 
towns, and villages of Utah; which I move be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

it was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. COLFAX. I also report back, from the 
same committee, a petition of the Legislative As- 
sembly of the Territory of Utah, to enable citi- 
zens of that Territory to elect their own officers; 
and move that it be referred to the Commitice on 
Territories. 

It was ordered accordingly. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. SMITH, of North Carolina. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to make a per- 
sonal explanation. 


There was no objection. 
Mr. SMITH, of North Carolina. 


THE 


| here had left me. 


l ask the | 





| indulgence of the House to enable me, by a brief 


statement, to correct certain erroneous and unjust 
impressions which exist in the public mind, and 


|| more especially in my own district, growing out 


of the recent contest for the Speakership, and in- 
cidents connected with it. The proposed correc- 
tion is due to myself and others who, when my 
name was presented for that office, gave me a 
ready, warm, and earnest support. 


It has been represented, and, where correct and | 


full sources of information are not accessible and 
the facts not known, believed,that I made or author- 
ized the declaration, not only that I had never been 
connected with the American organization, and did 
notconcur in any of the proscriptive features of its 


party creed, but had denounced and repudiated 


the party and its principles. 


| That over-strong statements as to my relations | 
| with the American party were made in the prog- | 
| ress of the exciting ballot of —— by various 


gentlemen, who, when about totransfer their votes 
to me, assigned reasons for the change, I shall not 
undertake to deny. But, as there was much con- 
fusion, and no little difficulty of hearing in the 
Hall, 1 did not at that time fully apprehend their 
extent afid import, as they afterwards appeared 
in the public prints, orasense of duty would have 
constrained me to make the correction when they 
were uttered, without regard to prudential con- 
siderations or the suggestions of friends. 

When the debate was afterwards published, and 


| | saw the false and injurious position in which, 


uncorrected, they would place me—of being sub- 
jected to suspicion, if not imputation, of seeking 
an office of such high tharacter through miscon- 
ceptions which, if not originating with me, would 
be countenanced by my silence—I determined to 
occupy no such equivocal position before the 
House and the country; and, before another bal- 
lot could be had, to make a distinct avowal of my 
party relations upon this floor. 

With this purpose I prepared a statement which, 
with some slight naihigienstan affecting its sub- 
stance, [ now hold in my hand; and entered this 
Hall on Monday intending to submit it to the con- 
sideration of the House, unless relieved of the em- 
barrassments in which the former proceedings 
I will read it: 

** My attention has been directed to the remarks 
of honorable gentlemen—members of this House— 
as reported in the public papers, and made during 
the progress of the ballot for Speaker on Friday 
last, which require, at the earliest moment, expla- 
nation at my Lathe. The remarks to which I 
refer are predicated mainly upon a brief, hurried, 


| and interrupted conversation that took place atmy 
seat just before, between the honorable member | 
| from Ohio [Mr. Penp.etron] and myself. 


‘The statement made on the floor by the hon- 
orable member himself, while not professing to 
give the details of what passed, is substantially 


|| correct as to its result, inasmuch as I made known 
|| to him the grounds I had taken in my canvass in 


1857; and there was nothing whatever proscriptive 


|in them. It is true that, when interrogated, I said 
| to him that I had never been a member of the | 


American organization; but had been, and still 


was, a Whig, and as such had been elected upon | 
| broad, conservative, national grounds. But I did 


not say, nor mean to be understood as saying, 
that I had denounced the American party, or re- 
pudiated its principles. So far as its views were 
proscriptive, they did not meet my approval. 

** Among those who have been in connection 
with that organization, | recognize true and patri- 
otic men, to whose hearty and earnest codperation 
with other friends I owe the honor of having a 
seat upon this floor. I said to my friend, I could 
not be placed in antagonism to these gentlemen. 

‘* This explanation would have been made at 
the time, had the full import of the remarks, as 


afterwards published, been, at the time, properly 


understood. The misapprehension of my meap- 


| ing indicated by the remarks referred to, were the 


very natural result of a brief and broken conver- 
sation, carried on in the midst of the high excite- 


_ment and confusion that then prevailed in the 
| House. 


** Let me add another word. While I have never 


| felt or expressed a wish to be elevated to the re- 


sponsible and distinguished office of presiding 


over the deliberations of the Representatives of 
|| the people, grateful as such promotion must be to 
the justand honorable pride of any man, I should | 
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. scorn toseek it through any misconceptions which 
I may myself have occasioned, or have it in my 
power to remove, 

‘* If placed in that elevated position by the ac- 
tion of this House, it must be with full knqwledge 
of the fact that I maintain the conservative and 

| national principles of thatgreat party whose leader 

was the sage of Ashland, our pride and our boast; 
and I shall assume the chair untrammeled and un- 
pledged, save by a sincere and sacred regard for 
the Constitution of my eas and for the just 
rights secured by it to each and every part of our 

Confederacy.”’ 

When, however, the Globe made its appear- 
ance,and [read the corrected and authentic record, 
which was to go out to the country, differing as 
it does from the previous reports which | had 
seen, and when the honorable member from Ar- 
kansas [Mr. i very pragoptly, and in 
a few words, corrected the published remarks 
which had fallen from him in the heated contest 
of whee thereby exonerating me from the charge 
of an ind‘scriminate denunciation and repudiation 
| of the American party and its principles, | deemed 
_no further explanation required from me, and that 
no just ground had been left for improper and in- 
jurious charges affecting myself. 

In this connection I desire to call the attention 
of the House to the remarks of the honorable 
member from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Montcomery, |} 
followed by those of the honorable gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. PenpLeton.] On that occasion 
the following language was used by them: 

“Mr. Montcomery. And now, I desire to say a word 
in relation to the position of the gentleman presented as a 
candidate tor the Speakership of this body. Mr. Smita, 
of North Carolina, belongs to none of the organized parties 
in this House. He belongs to the remnant left of that glo 
rious old party, at the fiead of which stood in years gone 
by a Clay and a Webster; he is an old-line Whig, who re- 
mains true to the principles and policy of that ancient and 
| honorable party, and as such J can vote forhim. If he 

were an American, or if he advocated their principles, I 
could not and would not vote for him. I have said in this 
House, heretofore, and | repeat it now, that I never have 
east, and never will cast a vote for any one who holds that 
it is a cause for proscription that a man was born where 
God made him, or that to worship God according to the 
dictates of a man’s conscience is a crime or adisgrace. I 
despise such narrow-hearted policy, and detest such bigotry 
and proscription. 

|  ** But, sir, [have said that Mr. Smiru does not belong to 
the American organization, and never did. He is a patri- 
otic Whig, a friend of protection to American industry, a 
national man, a conservative man, a supporter of the Con- 

| stitution, a friend of the Union, and as such I can give him 

| my support. Trammeled by none of the embarrassing ques- 

| tions of the past, with no objectionable record, a gentleman 
of rare intelligence and high social virtues, he will adorn 
the Speaker’s chair and preside over our deliberations with 
fairness and impartiality. He remains a way-mark of the 

| great party that has passed away—almost a last survivor of 
tu race of giants. Ina time like this, when no party has a 
majority, when no one organization can control an election, 
it is peculiarly fit to select one who, differing with us all, 
owes ({avoritism tonone. Some of my northern Democratic 
friends jvave said that they would unite upon him when 
their friends come to the rescue. I am not going to say 
that; I am willing to give no such excuse; | will not be a 
stumbling-block to others. I act independently, and from 
pure motives, and I take the responsibility. I intend to 
change my vote, and others can do as they please. For 
these reasons, and prompted by the motives I have hastily 
expressed, I now change my vote from Mr. Davis to Mr. 
Sairu, of North Carolina. [Applause.] 

| **Mr. Penpieron. Mr. Clerk, i represent on this floora 
constituency which is composed of native-born and foreign 
born citizens. Among them are a large number of Germans 
and Irish, of both religions, Catholic and Protestant. ‘They 
are as honorable, as patriotic, as faithful to the Constitu- 

| tion of their adopted country as any of those who were 

born upon the soil. I owe much to their confidence and 
support heretofore. I would net violate my own convic- 
tions of duty, by voting for any man whose political princi- 
ples tend to degrade or injure the m—wiiose sympathies are 
opposed to them. But I have made inquiries of the gen- 
| theman whois presented here asa candidate to-day. I have 
; gone to the fountain-head tor information, and I have 
| learned that he never was a member of the Know Nothing 
| party; that he has never taken any pledges; and that he 
does not sympathize with any of their proscriptive princi 
ples or doctrines. Sir, I would not yield any essential 
principle ; but [ would yield much of partisan feeling and 
prejudice, to effect an organization of this House. And 
the difficulty with me having now been removed, I am 
willing to unite with the conservative elements here for 

that purpose. , 

“] have voted for Mr. Joun G. Davis. [ desire to change 
that vote, and to vote for Mr. Smirn, of North Carolina. 
{Applause.}”’ 


I wish, also, to read those made by the honor- 
_able member from Ohio, [Mr. Cox,] who, as he 
states, spoke only upon information derived from 

| his colleague: 
‘Mr. Cox. It is well known that I stated to this House 
| that I never could vote for any gentleman of the Know 


Nothing organization. [said | never would vote for either 
a Republican or Know Nothing. IT neverwill, I have sat- 
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isfied myself beyond any possibility of mistake, that the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. Smitn] is opposed to 
the proseriptive doctrines of the Know Nothing organiza- 
tion. I saw my collcague (Mr. PenpLetTon) in conversa- 


1} 


tion with that gentleman, and I inquired of him what that | 


conversation was. He satisfied me, as Mr. Surru satisfied 
aim, that Mr. Smiru is not and never had been a member 
of the Know Nothing order, or in any way connected with 
it. As I make this remark, the gentleman from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Mattory,] belonging to the American party, bows 
ussent to it. 

‘On the other hand, I find thatgentlemen on the Repub- 
lican side, who, in the first instance, voted for Mr. Smrru, 
now, on learning the fact that he is not a Know Nothing, 
have made that a pretext for withdrawing their votes from 
him. ‘They have done this, for the openly avowed reason 
that he is an old-line conservative Whig, without any Know 
Nothing taint. ; 

‘< Under these circumstances, | shall vote for Mr. Smiru ; 





* and for the additional reason that it will bring about, as I 


believe, and as I am informed by the condition of the ballot | 


now, an organization of this House. In no other contin 
geney would I give my vote to a gentleman not belonging 
to my own party. I believe, in doing this, that I am doing 
‘ustice to the national men who sent me here, and to the 
oath I expect to take to support the Constitution. As a 
member of this coordinate branch of the Government, upon 
which the Constitution itself reposes for its execution, and 
which is utterly disorganized, f believe that I will do my 
highest duty, if, by my vote, | can bring about its organiza- 
tion by the election of an old-line Whig, who, here in my 
presence, as [ now look at him, disavows the Know Noth- 
ing organization. With this view, I am acting, as I under- 
stand, with nearly every Democratic gentleman from the 
West. I agree with almost every Democrat on the floor. 
| ask the privilege of changing my vote from Mr. Bocock, 
tor whom [ have voted persistently all along, to WittiaM 
N. H. Smrru, ot North Carolina. (Applause trom the Deiwn- 
ocratic side and from the galleries. ] 

*'The position of the Northwestern Democrats is well 
known. We went into a caucus of the Democratic party 
resolved to stand by its organization and its nominee to the 
end. We voted all the time for Mr. Bocock, until his name 
was withdrawn in a speech which he made here. We sup- 
ported Mr. Joun G. Davis, of the Northwest, who was, 
perhaps, in closer relationship to us than even the gentle- 
man from Virginia. We have voted also for the distin- 
guished gentleman from Virginia? [Mr. Mitutson.] We 
have been all over the House to get a true conservative 
man; notwithstanding he may have differed from us in 
some particulars of his polities. After seven wecks of ex- 
hausting labor, of constant vigilance, of pressing emer- 
gency in the country, we have come together now, at this 
‘uncture, and reached that point when the election of a 
Speaker is possible. And I could not answer to my con 


stituents, [ could not answer to that sense of duty from | 


which | always act, unless [ came up here now and con- 
tributed my part to an organization based upon national 
couservative principles. 

““T am aware, sir, that it has been said here by gentlemen 
that southern men have not the same opinions on the subject 


of slavery that northern and northwestern Democrats have. | 


I learn, however, that the gentleman who ran against, and 
was beaten by, Mr. Smita of North Carolina, uttered senti- 
ments in tavor of a slave cade, which have no more affili- 
ation with my views upon that subject than the views of 
some of the genldemen for whom Democrats have voted. I 
have been reluctant to go South to vote for any mau who 
belonged to the Know Nothing organization. That was 
well known. It was known that no such man could be 
elected. Ilence, Mr. Smiru is presented, because he is not 
sucha man. I will vote for him, because he is imbued 
with national and Union sentiments; so that. when he 
takes that chair, he will do his whole duty to the country. 
[ come from a State which, although Republican, as rep- 
resented on this floor, has in its heart—at its capital district, 
which I represent—-a true Union feeling that the men of 
that State will not willingly let die. I pay homage to that 
feeling in my present vote. 

“Mr. in. 
present action, he is influenced by recent oceurrences here 
—the withdrawal of certain votes from Mr. Smrru on the 
other side of the House, 1 believe because he is notan 
American? T have not known myself that the American 
party or the Whig party were particularly in the keeping 
of that side of the House at this time. I merely direct the 
genteman’s attention to the matter to know if that circum- 
stance has in any degree influenced his vote. 

* Mr. Cox. From what transpired on the Republican side 
of the House, t saw gentlemen who voted for Mr. Smirn, 
of North Carolina, withdraw their votes, putting it upon the 
direct and express ground that he was nota Know Nothing. 
That they withdrew their votes, whether in good faith or 
not, I regarded as confirmatory of the truth stated by the 
gentieman from North Carolina himself, that he had no 
connection whatever with that order. Gentlemen @ the 
other side dave declared that Mr. Smitu was not accepta- 
ble to them because he was not an American. [ say that 
he is acceptable to the national men upon this side of the 
Hlouse because he isa member of the old Whig party. That 
party, as I learn from their platform, ever stood side by side 
with the Democratic party upon the geeat questions con- 
nected with the slavery agitation. They stood upon the 
compromises of 1850; compromises sustained by the Demo- 
eratic party; compromises, sir, which if carried out in the 
spirit in which they were enacted, would bring about that 
concord and comity between the States which isso much 
desired in the present distraction of our public counsels.” 


I will also read those made by the honorable 
member from Arkansas, [Mr. HinpMan,] and his 
correction on Monday: 


“Mr. Clerk, at every ballot during this contest I have 
voted fora Democrat. [| have thought all along, and still 
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unreasonable for them—a smal! faction, not controlling a 
single State in the Union—to demand sucha concession ofa 
great national party, composed, as ours is, of Representa 


| tives from every section. 


| their support will secure his election. 


to be an obstacle in the way of organization. 


** But there seems to be a disposition among Democrats 
to make the sacrifice. It is believed that votes enough can 
be concentrated on the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
Siri] to elect him Speaker, and to end this protracted 
struggle. Those good and true men, the Democrats of the | 
North, who have made so many proofs of devotion to the 
Constitution, indicate their willingness to give this further 
evidence of patriotism. I understand that most of them, 
if not all, will vote for Mr. Surru, when it appears that 
But they cannot be 
expected to do this until the entire South shall have united 
upon him. Under these circumstances, | am not disposed 
I have here 
tofore said that I would, in the last resort, vote for a south 
ern Oppositionist, in order to defeat the Black Republigan 
candidate ; and I am now ready to take that responsibfiity 
by changing my vote trom Mr. Bocock to Mr. SMrrn. 

** But, before making the change, I state distinetly, that 
I vote for Mr. Smrru with the express understanding that he 
has never belonged to or affiliated with the Know Nothing 


| party, directly or indirectly ; and that he has always con- 


demned and repudiated its doctrines. [| vote for him with 
the understanding that he is an old-line Whig. In voting 
tor him as such, f have no culogy to pass on Whigery, and 
no indorsement togive to it. 


shall not be so inconsistent as to do so now. But Whig 


; ery, as much as I condemn it, is fir less objectionable 


than Black Republicanism. 
choose the least. 
* 


* * 


Between two evils, L shall 
I vote for Mr. Smiru.”’ 

A * * * 

** During the taking of the vote, 

** Mr. HinpMAN (When his name was called) said: I see 
by the report in the Globe of Friday’s proceedings that I 
am represented as saying: 

***T vote tor Mr. Smrra with the express understanding 


* * 


| that he has never belonged to or affiliated with the Know 


Nothing party, direetly or indirectly; and that he has al- 


| ways condemned and repudiated its doctrines.’ 


* T should have said that | was informed that Mr. Smrru 


| did not sympathize with the proscriptive doctrines of that 


party.”” 


It will thus be seen, that [am represented as 


| saying that I have always been, and am still, a 


| triotic and earnestefforts I owed, in no inconsi 


I wish to ask the gentleman whether, in his || 


Whig; that I have never been a member of the | 
American organization; and that I did not concur | 


in or sympathize with any proscriptive features 
of its party cre¢ d. 

This is strictly correct. 
of the American party, as I freely stated to my 


friend, did command my approval; but there was | 


nothing proscriptive in them. I could not com- 
mit the wrong of denouncing men to ee 


able degree, the honor of being a member of this 
body. I regretted very much the harsh language 
which was used by some on that occasion, when 
speaking of the American party. I attributed 
it mostly to the peculiar circumstances in which 


gentlemen were placed, and as a necessary self- 


protection against unfounded charges at home. 
Stull, it was painful to listen to language which 
fell so harsh!y upon the ears, not only of my 
friends at home, but of that portion of this House 
constituting the southern Opposition, who so 
manfully, in spite of it all, stood by me to the 
end. 

Sull, the statements to which I have called the 
attention of this House are strictly cofrect. I 
have nothing to add to them; nothing to subtract 
from them. Itis true, lama Whig. [stand where, 
for more than twenty-five years, I have stood, 


without faltering, amid the mutations of party | 


names and party organizations; looking upon the 
creat interests of the country as illuminated in 


the light shed upon them by the master spirits of | 
the generation of statesmen that is past, and cling- | 
ing, with filial devotion, to that noble standard |} 


which so long waved over the gallant, patriotic 


Whigs of the school of Henry Clay. 


| sectionalism., 


| federacy. 
organized existence, the principles committed to | 
They still live, | 


| mass of our people. 
, throbs with deeper energy of pulsation, when that | 


In that great party there was, there could be, ne 
It had no double readings to its 
political creed, It was eminently a national party, 


knowing no North, South, East, or West, but co- | 


extensive with the length and breadth of the Con- 
With the alleged disintegration of its 


its keeping have not perished. j 
and are cherished in the affections of the great 
The American 


| name is pronounced which so often led its em- 


believe, that the southern Opposition ought to have brought | 


their twenty-three votes to a man of our choice, a Demo- 
erat, instead of asking us to carry our ninety-odd votes to 
4 man of their choice—one of themselves. It has been 


| of Kentucky breathe 


battled hosts to action. The eminent nationality 

of purpose and principle which the favorite son 

d into that party, giving to 

it its vital energy, is still looked to to guide us 
safely through surrounding perils. 

I have an abiding faith in the permanency of 


| free institutions—in the continuance of our na- 


tionality. I hope to see the ultimate triumph of 


I have never done that; and | 


Some of the measures | 


er- 


heart po 


Sox 


the conservative sentiment whith found its just 
expression in Henry Clay, and in his public life. 
hope to see that vast sectional organization, 
held together by the single cohesion of hostility 
to the institutions of nearly one half of our con- 
federated States, now brooding over the almost 
entire North, and smothering the generous and 
patriotic aspirations that struggle to break from 
the pressure; an organization which, in producing 
a natural and necessary antagonism in the South, 
has almost rent us in twain, and arrayed section 
against section in fierce conflict, threatening, in 
its further aggressive progress, the overthrow of 
our political institutions—I hope to see this or- 
ganization, in all its pride of strength, crumbling 
and wasting before the consuming fires of popu- 
lar wrath, as winter snows dissolve and disappear 
under the returning heat of spring. I hope te 
witness the union of true and just men every- 
where in resolute resistance to the sectional spirit 
which animates and directs its movements. 
When, laying aside the bitter party feuds and 
fierce contentions which now most unnaturally 
distract and divide a people, one in the glorious 
memories of its past, ae one, it should be, in its 
high iceunivaniii aspirations for the fature, the 
|| popular mind shall return to the basis of com- 
romise which men of all parties assisted in form- 
ing in 1850; which both national conventions of 
1852 approved, and adopted as the ground of a 
lasting peace; which constitutes the crowning 
glory of that pure, peaceful, just, and honorable 
administration, which, in the midst of a profound 
| peace, closed with the retirement of Millard Pill- 
more from the public service; when, again, the 
conservative elements, attracted by a true devo- 
tion and love of country, shall return to this com- 
promise, then, sir, may we hope for a restoration 
of that harmony and good will which were its 
first beneficent fruits; then will pass away the 
dark clouds gathering upon our horizon, and por- 
tentous of disaster oe danger; then may our 
proud old ship, which has buffeted the surges of 
| many storms, and yet rejoices in her compact, un- 
broken strength and beauty, leave the moorings 
to which the outer tempest had driven her for 
| shelter from its violence, and spread her sails to 
favoring breezes as she starts upon her voyage 
over the wide ocean of national life. 
The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair will now an- 
nounce that the regular business, first in order this 
| morning, is the execution of the order of the House 
for the election of a Printer for this Congress. 
| Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, obtained the floor. 
} Mr. PENDLETON. I wish to make a brief 
} 


| personal explanation. 

Several Members objected. 
|| Mr. ASHMORE. I hope that the gentleman 
|| from Ohio will be heard, because he has been par- 
| ticularly referred to by the gentleman from North 
|; Carolina, [Mr. Smiru.} 
| Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. If the House con- 
| sents, I will yield the floor for that purpose. 
| Mr. PENDLETON. If I had been recognized 
by the Speaker, I intended to ask the indulgence 
|| of the House for one moment, in reply to the re- 
marks of my friend from North Carolina. 

Mr. SPINNER. I object to any more per- 
sonal explanations in reference to the late contest 
in this House for Speaker. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I suppose, sir, that] have 
aright to make a personal explanation. In the 
remarks which I submitted to the House before 
it organized, and which have been referred to this 
morning, I want to say now, that [ reproduced, 
with entire accuracy, though not @reumstantially, 
the conversation I had with the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. Smirn] upon the day upon 
which he was supported for Speaker. Lunderstand 
that he is now, as he was then, entirely satisfied 
withthe representation I made of his position and 
of his political principles. In order, sir, that there 
| may be no misunderstanding on this point, | would 

like the gentleman—and I put the question to him 
with all politeness—to say to the House, distinctly 
and in one word, whether I understood him cor- 
rectly or not? 

Mr. SMITH, of Morth Carolina. I will say 
to the gentleman from Ohio that my statement 
already made is, that while the gentleman did not 
state the details of our conversation, yet his state- 
ment of tts result was correct. 

Mr. ALLEN. Now, Mr. Speaker, I wish, in 


| this connection, to make a single remark. 


| 
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Mr.BURNETT. I — to this personal ex- 


planation being protractec indefinitely; and I call 
for the re vular order of business. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I presume, sir, that 
the gentleman from Ohio has the right to make a 
personal explanation—at least such a courtesy is 
rarely denied to gentlemen upon this floor. 

Mr. BARR. If lL have the right, | most cer- 
tainly do object. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ess being insisted upon, the question before the 
flouse is the election of a Printer for the House. 
Pending this question, objection being made, de- 
bate is not in order. 

Mr. ALLEN. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the Elouse for leave to make a personal expla- 
nation. | will propound one or two questions to 
the gentleman trom North Carolina, and f prom- 
ise that [ will consume only a few moments of 
the time of the House. 

Mr. BARR. i object. 

Mr. BURNETT. And I insist upon my ob- 
} etion. 

The SPEAKER. ‘Then debate is not in or- 
aer. 


' 


I 
| 
! 
| 


i} 


| you, before the regular order of business was called | 





Mr. ALLEN. I will simply state the sub- || 
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stance of that conversation. [Cries of ** Order!”’ | 


from all parts of the Hall. 

Mr. CLEMENS. The gentleman from Ohio, 
speaking in defiance of the decision of the Speaker, 
and of the cries to order of the House, I ask that 
the Speaker designate him by name, and insist 
upon his taking hts seat. 

Mr. MeCLERNAND. I think the Sergeant- 
at-Arms had better be called toenforce the rules 
of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The House will now proceed 
with the rezular order of business. 


RED RIVER RAFT. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I be- 


lieve that on Saturday last I was recognized by 


| 


| for, as being entitled to the floor; and in this | 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I amentitled to the | 


floor, and I have only yielded to the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Penpieton,] who has finished 
what he had to say. 

Mr. ALLEN. 1 want to put a question to the 


o— 


gentleman from North Carolina which concerns | 


me personally. 
Mr. BARR. 
Mr. ALLEN. 
Mr. BARR. I hold that a personal explana- 
tion is not a privileged question. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 


will state his privileged question. 


l object, 


l rise toa privileged question. | 


connection I desire to state, in addition, that I was 


entitled to the floor upon Friday, at the adjourn- | 


ment of the House. While | was then proceed- 


ing to present to the House the business for which | 


J rose, and while [ was upon the floor, a motion 
to adjourn was made, clearly out of order, and it 
was declared carried, and the House adjourned. 
I desire now to proceed with the business which I 


then wished the House to consider. I ask the || 
unanimous consent of the House to report back | 


from the Committee on Roads and Canals a joint 
resolution, introduced and referred to that Com- 


| mittee by the gentleman from” Arkansas, [Mr. | 


Mr. BURNETT. ‘The gontleman cannot rise || 


toa privileged question while the gentleman from 
illinois is occupying the floor. 

Mr. ALLEN. My only object is to put a sin- 
gle question to the gentleman from North Caro- 
jina, in reference to a conversation which took 
place between him and myself, during the time he 
was before the House as a candidate for Speaker. 

Mr. BURNETT. I call the gentleman to or- 
der. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is out of order, and 
objection being made, the House must proceed to 
the execution of the special order, which is the 
clection of a Printer for the House. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I demand, then, that 
gentlemen out of order shall preserve the order of 
the House, and that the Speaker shall not allow 
rentlemen to preceed in debate in violation of the 
rules of the House, 

Mr. ALLEN. I deem that it is my duty to 
put a question to the gentleman from North Car- 
olina, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not in 
order, and he must resume his seat. Nothing is 
in order now except the execution of the special 
order of the Housc. 

Mr. ALLEN. But, Mr. Speaker, 1 rise to a 
privileged question; and I ask that it shall be de- 
cided whether or not I am entitled to the floor on 
that question. a 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. And I rise 
to a privileged question. 

The SPEAKER. Atno time can two privileged 
questions be made at the same time. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I have the floor, 
and my colleague has not the right to take it from 
me even bya privileged question. 

Mr. ALLEN? Do I understand the Chair to 
to say that I have not the right to rise to a priv- 
ileged question? 


TheSPEAKER. A personal explanation does 


not appear to the Chair to be a privileged ques- 
tion; and the gentleman, therefore, can only be 
indulged in the remarks he asks to make by unan- 


imous consent of the House. The regular order | 


of business is called for, and that of itself is an 
objection to debate. 


r. ALLEN. My colleague, in the remarks 


Rust.] 
Mr. SPAULDING. I rise to a question of or- 
der—that is not the regular order of business. 
Tke SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
will state distinctly for what purpose he rises. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 
from the Committee on Roads and Canals a joint 
resolution. 


ry | . 
Po report back | Jaborers can be emptyed in the removal of those 


‘| obstructions. ‘Three months from this time it will 


Mr. RUST. It isa joint resolution in reference | 


to the improvement of the Red river raft. 
The SPEAKER. Reports from committees are 
not now in order, except by unanimous consent. 
Mr. RUST. This isa matter which I think 
will give rise to no objection or debate; and I 
therefore ask that it be at once considered. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. There is no | 


objection. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I report back, then, | 


from the Committee on Roads and Canals a joint |! 


resolution (H.R. No.7) giving the assent of Con- | 
. . ’ 
gress to certain acts passed by the Legislatures of | 


the States of Louisiana and Arkansas in relation 
to the Red river raft, &c. 


The SPEAKER. The joint resolution having | 


been read a first and second time, it will now be 
read a third time. 
Mr. REAGAN. Let the resolution be read. 
The Clerk read the resolution in exrtenso. It 


gives the assent of Congress to the acts of the | 
| Legislature of the State of Louisiana approved | 
| March 18, T858, to incorporate the Louisiana, | 


Arkansas, and Texas Navigation Company, and 
the act of the Legislature of the State of Arkausas 


approved January 20, 1859, entitled “An act ap- | 


proving an act of the General Assembly of the 
State of Louisiana incorporating the Louisiana, 
Arkansas, and Texas Navigation Company ;”’ 
each of said acts having for their true intent and 


| meaning the improvement of the navigation of Red 


river, by the removal of the raft therefrom; and | 


| it further gives assent that, after and so soon as 
| the said Louisiana, Arkansas, and Texas Naviga- 
| tion Company shal! have removed the obstructions 


to navigation in Red river caused by the raft, and 
have rendered the same navigable, and.not before, 


| the said States of Louisiana, Arkansas,and Texas 


he made this morning, alluded to a conversation || 


that took place between hifn and the gentleman 
from North Carolina, |Mr. Smiva,]} while the lat- 


ter was a prominent candidate for the Speaker- 


ship. 1 had a conversation with the gentleman 
from North Carolina on the same day, and 

Mr. BURNETT. lI call the gentleman from 
Ohio to order. 





may, through the said company, under and in 
accordance with and in the mode provided by the 
said charter for the benefit of mad company, and 
to reimburse to it its expenditures in removing 
said raft, levy and collect, by way of commuta- 
tion for duties on tonnage, tolls upon all boats or 
other water craft ascending or descending said 
river, and passing through the portion thereof that 
shall so have been improved and rendered navi- 


| gable, not to exceed the following sums: that is 
| to say, fifty cents on and for each bale of cotton, 





and twenty-five cents on and for each barrel of 
goods, wares, and merchandise wherewith such 
boats or craft may be laden; and that this privi- 


| 


February 21, 
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Messrs. LOVEJOY,SPAULDING, and KIL- 
LINGER, objected. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. It is too late to ob- 
| ject, for the resolution has been reported, and is 
| now before the House. 
|} Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. What direc- 
| tion does the gentleman desire the resolution shall 
take ? 

Mr. RUST. We want it put upon its passage. 
It has received the unanimous approval of the 
Senate. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. [I insist upon my objection. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. It is too late to object. 

Mr. RUST. The report has been made by 


|| unanimous consent; and objection cannot be now 


| received from that quarter. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Objection does not come too 
late. The resolution has just been read for inform- 
ation. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. It was not read for 
information. I asked leave of the House to report 
| the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The Chairasked the House 
if there was any objection to the report being 
made, and no objection was made. 

Mr. SPAULDING. Ivobjected to the resolu- 
tion before it was read. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I moveto refer the resolu- 
tion to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union; and there, if it is not objected to, it 
can be taken up and passed. 

Mr. RUST. I wish to state to this House m 
anxiety in reference to this resolution. The citi- 
zens of only two States of the Union are inter- 
ested in this matter. A similar resolution passed 
the Senate last Congress by unanimous consent. 
There are only a few months in the year in which 


| be so sickly that no human being can live there; 
and therefore it is desirable that the resolution 
should be passed now. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I desire simply to say that 

| the resolution grants what appears to be a mo- 
nopoly, for thirty years. It may be that, upon 
examination, there will be no objection to it; but 
for the purpose of giving opportunity for that 
examination, I moved to refer it to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
have not yielded the floor, and I move the pre- 
vious question upon the passage of the resolution, 
I do not recognize the right of any member to take 
the floor from me while [ am occupying it. Lin- 
sist upon no more than my rights in this House; 
but to those I think myself entitled, and shall in- 
sist upon them. The resolution was twice read, 
and referred to the Committee on Roads and 
| Canals, and they unanimously instructed me to 

report it back to the House, with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. I this morning asked the 
unanimous consent of the House to make the re- 
port. That consent was given; and the resolu- 
tion was bejng read by its title only, when the 
gentleman from Texas [Mr. aaa others 
asked that it might be read at length, that they 
might more fully understand it. It was so read; 
| and hence all motions in reference to committing 
the bill are out of order, for 1 have moved the 
previous question upon the passage of the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. REAGAN. lIask the gentlenian from 
Illinois to withdraw his call for the previous 
question, inasmuch as the resolution sfects the 
interests of the State which I have the honor to 
repr@ent, 

he SPEAKER. The Chair desires «to say, 
that he has decided the resolution to be in order, 
and before the House. The demand for the pre- 
vious question having been made, the question is 
upon seconding that demand. 

Mr. REAGAN. Iask the gentleman from Ili- 
| nois to withdraw his demand. 

Mr. SPAULDING. I move to refer the reso- 
lution to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

| The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order 
| pending the demand for the previous question. 

|” Mr. LOVEJOY. Let us, then, vote down the 
| previous question, - 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I would like to 

| accommodate my friend from Texas, but the gen- 


lege continue until the expiration of thirty years || tleman from Arkansas (Mr. Rust] desires to leave 


from the 18th of March, i858. 


' for home to-day, - wishes this resolution dis- 
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posed of at once. Therefore, I cannot withdraw 
my call. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on second- 
ing the demand for the previous question. é 
Mr. REAGAN. If the gentleman from Lli- 
nois will not withdraw his demand, I must pro- 
test, in the name of the State I have the honor in 


part to represent, against being forced to vote | 


upon a resolution affecting her interests, while 


| 


bill to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
Mr. REAGAN. I will consent to that. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair does not consider 


| the motion of the gentleman from Mississippi in 


| order. 


The question is upon the motion to lay 


| the resolution upon the table. 


her Representatives are denied the right to be |, 


heard upon it. ; 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 

not in order. . ; 
The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 
Mr. RBAGAN. If lam not permitted to speak 


to this question, I trust the House will vote down | 


che previous question. ; 
My. PETTIT. I move to lay the resolution 
upon the table. 


Mr. GARTRELL. I hope the gentleman from 


question. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Lilinois. Well, sir, if the gen- | 


tleman from Texas will renew the demand, [ will 
withdraw it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
motion is entertained. If my motion is pending— 
and it was made before the demand for the pre- 
vious question was seconded—then, as a matter 
of course, I have no objection to debate. 

The SPEAKER. 
to the gentleman from Ohio that his motion was 
not received, because the gentleman from Illinois 
stated that he had not yielded the floor. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The bill was read a first 


and second time, and agentleman cannot hold the || 
I protest against | 


floor while that is being done. 
this ruling of the Chair o 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 
is only a joint resolution. The gentleman is mis- 
taken in that, as he is in other things. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The gentleman from Illi- 
nois could not hold the floor while the resolution 
was being read. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. It was read a first 
and second time; and I call the gentleman from 
Ohio to order. 


Mr. REAGAN. 


tion to the passage of the joint resolution reported 


by the Committee on Roads and Canals, if the | 


consent of the House can be had to an amend- 


ment I will indicate,and which will not affect the | 
In my judgment, an | 


virtue of the bill at all. 
amendment is necessary in view of the existing 


state of facts in connection avith the commerce of | 


the State which I in part represent. As 1 under- 
stand the resolution, it proposes to give the assent 
of Congress to the resolutions of the States of 
Louisiana, Arkansas, and Texas, imposing, in 
certain contingencies, certain tonnage duties upon 


The gentleman is | 


I must object, unless my || 


It is nota bill. It | 


What I wished to say in | 
reference to this matter is, that I have no objec- | 


the commerce passing the rafts of the Red river. || 
I have no objection to that, for I think that 1s bet- || 
ter in principle than the appropriation of moncy | 


out of the national Treasury for the improvement 
of the navigation and commerce of particular 
localities. But the resolution assumes the fact 
that the State of Texas has passed an act upon 
the subject. If that be the case, I am ignorant of 
it. I know that the subject was lately before the 
Legislature of Texas, and was being considered 
by them, but I am not advised that any action 
has yet been taken by the State. What I want, 


then, 1s to so amend the resolution as to promt 


the commerce of the State of Texas, under the 
operation of the resolution, until that State, shall 
take some definite action upon the subject. I 
therefore move that the resolution be so amended 
that it sha!l not apply to the commerce of any one 
of the States named until such State give its as- 
sent to the conditions of the resolution. 


In accordance with my understanding with the | 


gentleman from Illinois, I now call the previous 
question upon the resolution and amendment. 
Mr. SPAULDING. Is debate in order? 
The SPEAKER. 


tleman from Texas. 
Mr. SPAULDING. 
this subject. 
tional, and [ desire to give my views upon it, be- 
fore the resolution is passed. - 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move to lay the 
whole subject upon the table. 


I desire to speak upon 


I think the resolution unconstitu- | 


Mr. RUST. Upon that I demand the yeas and 


nays. 

Mr. BRANCH. I understood the gentleman 
from Mississippi to move to recommit this bill. 

Mr. RUST. The gentleman could not move 
its recommittal. 

Mr.BRANCH. I wasrecognized by the Chair, 
and I claim the floor. [Great confusion in the 
Hall.] 

The SPEAKER. Gentlemen will preserve or- 
der. No businesscan be transacted until gentle- 
men come to order and resume their seats. 


Order being restored, 
Mr. BRANCH. The gentleman from Missis- 
sippi [Mr. BarkspaLe} has moved to recommit 


The | 
| gentleman from North Carolina is upon the floor 


Illinois will withdraw the demand for the previous || upon a question of order. 


the joint resolution to the Committee on Roads | 


and Canals. Now, I call for the reading of the 
120th rule of the House—or I will read it myself. 
It is as follows: 

** After commitment or report thereof to the House, or at 
any time before its passage, a bill may be recommitted.— 


The Chair desires to state || -?pri! 7, 1789. 


‘* At any time before its passage.’’ I therefore 
claim that the motion of the gentleman from Mis- 


The SPEAKER. There were two motions 
pending at the time; one for the previous question, 
and the other to lay the joint resolution on the 
table. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. My motion is one of the 
highest privilege, and must be put first, under the 
rules of the House. 

Mr. REAGAN. Incompliance with my pledge 
to the gentleman from Illinois, I have moved the 
previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides the mo- 
tion to be in order. The question is now on the 
motion to lay the joint jaaiaion on the table 

Mr. RUST. 
that motion ? 

The SPEAKER. And on that motion the yeas 
and nays have been demanded. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. If the Chair decides that 
the motion to lay on the table is in order, I pro- 





| pose to appeal from that decision. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


Iam willing that the 


| sissippi is in order, and must be put to the House, | 


Does the gentleman persist in | 


joint resolution shall be recommitted to the Com- | 
|| mittee on Roads and Canals, and for that purpose 
| will withdraw my motion to lay on the table. 1 


| think that the attempt to pass the resolution was 


improperly made here, under the pretense that it 
should be read for information let but now the 
previous question is sprung upon the House. 

Mr. RUST. The gentleman makes a mistake 
when he says that there has been any attempt 
resorted to, to deceive or mislead the House. It 
is utterly untrue. 


Mr. REAGAN. Then I hope the joint reso- 


\| lution will be recommitted. 


The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand 
that the motion to lay on the table is withdrawn? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Yes; for the purpose 
of having the joint resolution recommitted. 

The SPEAKER. Then the question is on sec- 
onding the previous question. 

Mr. REAGAN. Fido the demand for 
the previous question. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Ihave withdrawn the 
motion to lay on the table in order that the joint 


| resolution may be recommitted—not passed. 


It is not, pending the de- |} 
mand for the previous question made by the gen- | 


The question was taken on the motion to re- 


| commit to the Committee on Roads and Canals; 


and it was agreed to. 
REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


order of business. 


The SPEAKER. 


I now call for the regular 
The regular order of busi- 


other business is in order. 


ARRANGEMENT OF THE IIALL. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 

privileged question. My privileged question is 

founded on the resolution which I ask to have 
read by the Clerk. 


ness is to proceed to the election of Printer. No | 
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Mr. BARKSDALE. I move to recommit the 
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The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, Thata select committee,.consisting of three 
members, be appointed by the Speaker, to inquire into the 
expediency of removing the benches or seats from this Hall, 
and replacing the chairs and desks; and also, the length of 
time it will require to make such change; and that said 
committee have leave to report at any time, and that, in 
the mean time, the Doorkeeper be directed to enforce the 
order of the House at the last Congress, in regard to said 
chairs. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. Under that 
resolution the committee has directed me to make 
areport. Before making that report [ will state 
that | understand it to be the purpose of the chair- 
man of the committee [Mr. Mires] to present a 
minority report. I propose that both reports shall 
be read, and then I will move the previous ques- 
tion and let the House act as it may deem proper. 

Several Members. That is right. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Then I pro- 
pose to call forthe prev ious question, The House 
can vote it down if it sees fit, and go into the dis- 
cussion of the matter. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I submit’to the gentleman 
from Illinois, whether it would not be better to 
have the reports printed and made a special order 
for a certain day, so that members may have an 
opportunity of examining the reports. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I do not re- 
gard that as necessary. The report is very short, 
and there will be no difficulty in understanding it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [I think it would be better 
to adopt my suggestion. 

Mr. MILES. I would like to understand what 
the gentleman’s suggestion is. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is that the reports shall 
be now read and ordered to be pcintll, and that 
the consideration of the subject may be postponed 


| to some particular day, when members can have 


read the reports. 


Mr. MILES. 


As a minority of the special 


| committee, I am perfectly willing to have that 
| course taken. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire that 
the House shall act on the matter to-day, after 
hearing both reports read. } 

Mr. MILES. I-am entirely willing that the 


| House shall act on the report whenever the House 
| chooses to do so; but I think it fair that, by a 


| on these reports. 


common understanding, some special ime may 
be fixed for taking a vote on the subject. [ hope 
that the majority and minority reports of the com- 
mittee may be now read fowintormation; that they 
may be ordered to be printed, and that a certain 
day be fixed on which g vote may be taken on 
the whole matter. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I desire to say one 
word in regard to this matter. [believe that every 
gentleman in the House is prepared to vote now 
We have no Printer yet; and 
we may notclectone for aweek. If this adjourn- 


| ment takes place for the purpose of ee 
i 


| reports be read. 


the Hall, it ought to be decided to-day. Let bot 
They are both clear on the sub- 
ject; and then let us come up manfully and decide 
the subject. [Cries of ‘* Read the aed 

Mr. MILES. As I said the other day, I de- 
sire nothing but a fair expression of the will of 
the House; and if the House desire now to have 
a vote on the propositions of the ae and 
minority of the committee, Lam pegfectly willing. 

Several Memners. Let us have the reports 
now. 

Mr. MILES. 
report. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I presume there 
are gentlemen who want to speak on the subject, 
andl therefore move to postpone the considera- 
tion of the reports till Friday next. 

The SPEAKER. The reports will be first 
read; and then the motion of the gentleman from 
Virginia will be in order. 

The majority and minority reports were read, 


I desire to submit the minority 


as follows: 


I rise to a || 


The select committee ‘‘to inquire into the expediency 
of removing the benches or seats from this Hall, and re 
placing the chairs and desks, and also the length of time 
and cost it will require to make such change,” submit the 
following report: 

That they have duly considered the matter, and come te 
the conclusion that the present seats should be removed at 
the earliest practical moment, and the chairs and seats re- 
placed, contorming, as nearly as practicable, to the original 
arrangement of them in the Hall, and having regard to 


| bringing them together into the smallest convenient space, 


The committee do not propose to enter into any extended 
argument to show the propriety of the proposed change. 
Without going inte an examination of the many reasons 
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given in the report made by the special committee of the 


last Congress on this subject, they suggest that most of the 
important objects sought to be attained by the change have | 
failed to be realized; and that the experiment has proved 
a failure, and the sooner the old arrangement is restored, | 
the better it will be for the convenience of the individual | 
members, and the more it will tacilitate the transaction of | 
the business of the House. | 
The almost daily sessions of the House for the last twelve 
weeks have afforded geutiemen a fair Opportunity of test- 
ing the present arrangement, and each member has undoubt- 
edly well) weighed and considered the reasons for or against 
a change, and is prepared to vote on the question. Your 
committee believe that when the last House ordered a 
change to be made, it was deemed only as an experiment, | 
and it not considered successful, the old plan could be re- | 
adopted without any considerable expense being incurred, 
or without its involving any great delay. [tis believed that 
it never Was contemplated by the resolution to make such | 
au alteration as has been made, and put in seats of such a 
permanent character. } 
With a view of ascertaining the length of time required 
to make any change that might be deemed desirable, and 
the cost thereof, the chairman of the committee requested | 
a report from Captain Franklin, the superintendent of the 
Capitol extension, which that officer promptly prepared, 
and which is herewith sebmitted and adopted as a part of | 
this report. Lt will be seen that he proposes two methods | 
ot effecting the alteration, ‘The committee propose to adopt 
the method that will cost the least and can be accomplished 
in the shortest time. They recommend the passage of two | 
resolutions ; one providing for a speedy replacement of the | 
old seats and desks, and the other for an adjournment over 
(the Senate consenting) from Friday next until Monday 
the Sth day of March, togive the requisite time tor the work 
to be accomplished. The committee would state that, in | 
a conversation with Captain Franklin subsequent to the | 
making of his report, he informed them that he believed, if | 
the House should adjourn over, as above suggested, the 
alteration could be made extending over the entire floor; 
#0 that the Hall could be substantially seated and arranged | 
as it was beiore the change was made. The committee | 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. __ 


February 21, 


Se 








abolition—namely, the convenient facility which they af- || hand, and the expeditious and intelligent dispatch of the 
| ford members for writing letters and franking documents. It 


would certain)y seem as if the very first duty of a Repre- 
sentative in Congress was not simply to attend bodily in 
his place, but to listen to, understand, and, when occasion 
requires it, to participate in the discussions and proceedings 
of the body of which he isa member. This is a truth so 
self-evident that its enunciation is almost superfluous. But 
we ask any honorable member candidly to say whether he 


| has found it practicable, in his own experience, while ab- 


also submitted to hin whether the proposed alteration could || 


hot be made during such times as the House mig!it not be 
in session trom day to day, but he thought that would be | 
impracticable | 
The committee recommend the passage of the following 
resolutions: | 
Resolved, That the superintendent of the Capitol exten- 
sion be directed to remove the present benches from the 
Hall, and replace the old chairs and desks, adopting sub 


stantially the original arrangements thereof, but having re- || 


gard to any reduction of shape occupied by them, without 


interfering with the convenience of the arrangement. i} 


Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Senate 
econcurring,) That when the House adjourns on Friday next, 
it adjourn to meet on Monday, the Sth day of March, next. 


Report of Captain Franklin. | 
Orrice Carrro: Exrension, February 20, 1860. 

Sir: [ have the honor, in compliance with your request 
of the 17th instant, to make the following report in relation 
to a change of seats in the Hall of the House of Represent- 
atives: 

if the circular registers are allowed to remain where they 
now are; if no alteration be made in the part of the floor 
now unoccupied; if the occupied part of the floor be 
merely changed, so as to perfuit the desks and chairs to be 
placed upon the steps ; and if one week be given before the 
work is commenced, the alteration can be made in six 
working days, at a cost of $2,000. 

If the registers in the floor are to be removed ; the steps 
made uniform over the whole floor; the carpet made good ; 
the air brought in by new registers, in the unoccupied parts 
of the floor, the time required will be twelve working days, 
and the cost $5,000. In this estimate it istaken for granted | 
that one week will be given for the preparation of the ma- | 
terials, before the work is commenced upon the floor. 

In the above estimates, the cost of repairs which may 
be necessary to the desks and thairs is not included. I 
understand that many of them need repairs ; and I presume 
that $500, in addition to the sums above named, will be 
necessary to insure that all of the desks and chairs can be 
used in making the alteration. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. B. FRANKLIN, 
Captain Topographical Engineers, 
e in thee Capitol Extension. 
How. W. Porcner Mites, House of Representatives, chair- 
man of Committee on Alteration of Arrangement of Seats. | 

All of which is respectfully submitted : 

E. B. WASHBURNE, 
JNO. G. DAVIS. 








The minority of the committee, respectfully dissenting | 
from the recommendation of the majority, begs leave to 
offer, as his report, the report made by him as chairman of 
a similar committee to the last Congress: 

“Mr. Mixes, from the select committee in regard to a 
removal of the desks and rearrangements of the seats of 
members, submits the following report: 

“ The special committee, to whom was referred the reso- 
lution of the House of December 23, directing them ‘to con- | 
sider and report upon the expediency of removing the pres- 
ent desks from the Hall, and making such a rearrangement 


of the seats of members as will bring them together into a || 


smaller space, so as toinsure greater facility of hearing and | 
more orderly debate,’ beg leave to report: | 

** That they have given the matter due consideration, and | 
have come unanimously to the conclusion that the removal 
of the desks, and bringing members together into a more 
compact area, is notonly expedient and desirable, but would | 
if effected, be in itself a most important step towards many 
legislative reforms. So far asthe desks are concerned, your 
committee feel— some of them from their own personal ex- 
perience—that they have become a nuisance. The chief 
argument for retaining them is the strongest reason for their 





sorbed in writing letters at his desk, to attend to what is 
going on inthe House? Wit be urged that there are times 
when even the most conscientious member may feel that 
he is not called upon to listen attentively—as during the 
reading of prosy manuscript speeches or the delivering of 
ad captandum * Buncombe’ ones, really not addressed to 
the House, nor intended to influence its action—still we 
may reply that the very resource of the desks, upon which 
so many fall back as a refuge against dullness or empty 
sound, contributes to perpetuate the infliction upon the 
country of evils from which we manage partially to protect 
ourselves. There can be little doubt that, if there were no 


desks in the Hall, a very decided improvement would take | 


place in the character of congressional speeches. No one 
whose misfortune it may have been to be compelled for any 
purpose to wade through the interminable columns of the 
* Daily Globe’ can doubt that this is a ‘ consummation de- 
voutly to be wished.’ But it is not merely because the 
desks withdraw the attention of members from the business 
legitimately before them—which it is their sworn and paid 
duty to attend to—that their removal is desirable. 

“The space occupied by the present arrangement of 


|| chairs and desks is so large that it is always difficult, and 


business of the country on the other. 
All which is respecttully submitted : 
WILLIAM PORCHER MILES. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Assury Dicktns, its Secretary, notifying the 
House that the Senate had passed the joint reso- 
lution making an appropriation for inaugurating 


| the equestrian statue of Washington. 


Also, that the Senate had passed the joint reso- 
lution of the House for the appointment of a joint 
committee of three members on the part of the 
House and three members on the part of the Sen- 


ate, to revise the joint rules of the two Houses, 


sometimes impossible, for those at a distance from the Clerk || 


or from the member speaking to hear distinetly. This arises | 


not from any acoustic defect in the Hall, but simply from 
its immense size. The result is, that resolutions have to 
be reported, or remarks repeated, so often, that not only 
much valuable time is lost, but a degree of noise and con- 
fusion ensues very unfavorable to calm and deliberate dis- 
cussion. It may not be inappropriate in this cOnnection to 
remark that the English House of Commons, numbering six 


hundred and fifty-four membezs, holds its sessions ina hall || 


very much smaller than our own, which has to accommodate | 
but two hundred and thirty-six members. Neither Lords nor | 


Commons, however, in England, have desks, and the ar- 
rangement of their seats, in consequence, is so compact as 
to bring them into a comparatively concentrated area. 

* Your committee have conferred freely with Captain 
Meigs, the able and accomplished superintendent of the 


Capitol extension, who very kindly, at their instance, pre- | 


pared a diagram of the floor of the House, to assist themin || Suiru which was postponed until the reports 
1] I ’ , 8 . 


| should 
| the Chair, it would be in order. 
| from Virginia is, therefore, entitled to his motion 


their examination. He also went through with them va- 
rious measurements, both an the drawing and in the Hall 
itself, with a view to ascertain into how much smaller 
space members might be comfortably and conveniently 
seated. As the result of these experiments we are author- 


ized to say that Captain Meigs considers it perfectly prac- | 
ticable to make such an arrangement of seats as will bring | 


| members near enough together to see and hear each other 


distinctly. This is surely a great desideratum, and ought 
in itself'to reconcile members to the loss of the purely selfish 
enjoyment of their desks. When honorable gentlemen can 
make themselves heard without screaming themselves 
hoarse, and hope to catch the Speaker’s eye and obtain the 


floor without scrambling for it with the noise and vocifer- | 
ation of school boys serambling for an apple; when the | 
| distinct reading of a resolution or report once or twice from | 
| the Clerk’s desk will put the entire House in possession of | 
it, we may then expect to have quiet, decorous, and orderly 

debate ; real, legitimate discussion of the subject-matter | 


pending before us, instead of interminable discussions, de 


quolibet ente, addressed in point of fact to distant constitu- | 


encies, and not even intended for the ear of the House. 
“To meet the objection which may be urged against the 
removal of the desks—that they are necessary at times for the 


purpose of writing of resolutions or supporting books of refer- | 
ence, &c.—we would say, that in the rearrangement of the | 


| Hall, in the plan contemplated, ample facilities would be af- 


forded for these purposes. A table placed in the open space in | 
front of the Speaker’s seat would, in itself, be sufficient for | 


both these objects, and would be a convenient spot from 
which to read extracts from authorities cited in debate. 
Large tables might also be placed in the corners of the Hall, 
and supplied with writing materials. Besides, with our 


| present convenient retiring rooms, so immediately adjacent 


and opening upon our own private lobby, there would be | 
abundant opportunity for writing afforded those who might | 
at any particular time not consider their presence necessary | 
| in the House. 


It would require but a few seconds, cer- 


| tainly not halfa minute, to summon a member from either 
| of these rooms in case of a vote, or the coming up of any 
| matter in which he might feel an interest. 


“In conclusion, your committee have to say that they | 


| verily believe that small and comparatively insignificant as 


the reform which they advocate may now seem, yet, should 
the House adopt it, the advantages which will flow from it 
will very soon be so numerous and apparent as not only to 
impress Congress, but the country at large. It will then 


be a matter of surprise to all that a plan sosimple, natural, | 


and obvious, should not have been sooner adopted. 

“ Your committee recommend the passage of the follow- 
ing resolution : , 

* Resolved, That the Superintendent of the Capito! Ex- 
tension be directed, after the adjournment of the present 
session of Congress, to remove the desks from the Hall of 
the House, and to make such a rearrangement of the seats 
of members as will bring them together into the smallest 


| convenient space. 


“WM. PORCHER MILES, 
“GEO. H. PENDLETON, 
“J. LETCHER, 
“EDWARD JOY MORRIS, 
“1, WASHBURN, Jr.” 


The argument in favor of the present system of seats 
without desks is so fully set forth in the above that it seems 
needless to add anything thereto. It is simply a question 
of the comfort and convenience of members on the one 


|| 117) for the relief of Guada 


with power to report at any time; and that Messrs. 
Burcut, Pearce, and Foor, had been appointed 


|; such committee on the eet of the Senate. 


Also, that the Senate had passed an act (S. No. 

Sate Estudillo de Ar- 
guello, widow of Santiago E. Arguello, in which 
he was directed to ask the concurrence of the 
House. 

Also, informing the House that in the absence 
of the Vice President, the Senate had chosen the 
Hon. Bensamin Fitzpatrick President of the 
Senate pro tempore. 


ARRANGEMENT OF THE HALL—AGAIN. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. As both re- 
ports have been read, and as the House has now 


| the whole subject before it, and for the purpose 


of testing the question whether the House desires 
to act on the subject now, I call the previous ques- 
tion. 


Mr. RUFFIN. I move to lay the whole sub- 


ject on the table. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move to lay both 
reports and the resoftions on the table. 

he SPEAKER. There is a motion pend- 

ing, made by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 


ve read, when, it was distinctly stated by 
The gentleman 


to ig te till Friday. 
(fr. McCLERNAND. The reports had not 
been submitted when that motion was made. 

Mr. FLORENCE. The gentleman from IIli- 
nois has not yielded the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman from 
Illinois will accept the proposition. If he insists 
on the previous question, let it be voted down. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The House 
has the whole matter under its control, and if it 
desires to vote down the previous question it can 
do so, and the whole subject will be open to 
amendment. I insist on my demand for the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. [ suppose that my 
motion to Jay the reports and resolutions on the 
table is in order. If so, I insist upon it. 

Mr. COX. On that motion 1 call for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken, and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 88, nays 97; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Barksdale, Bingham, Blake, 
Boyce, Brabson, Branch, Brayton, Burnett, Burnham, Ca- 
rey, Clopton, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cooper, Burton Craige, 
Curry, H. Winter Davis, De Jarnette, Dimmick, Dunn, 
Edmundson, Etheridge, Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Flor- 
ence, Gartrell, Grow, Hall, John I’. Harris, Haskin, Het- 
mick, Hill, Hindman, Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Keitt, 
Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Killinger, Lamar, 
Leake, Charles D. Martin, McKean, McPherson, McRae, 
Miles, Millson, Sydenham Moore, Morrill, Morse, Nixon, 
Noell, Palmer, Pendleton, Peyton, Porter, Pryor, Pugh, 
Reagan, Riggs, Rust, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Ruffin, 
Schwartz, Sherman, Sickles, Singleton, William Smith, 


|| Spaulding, Spinner, Stallworth, Stoat, Stratton, Taylor, 


| ery, Moorhead, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. 


| 


‘Thayer, Theaker, Trimble, Vallandigham, Van Wyck, 
Verree, Walton, israel Washburn, Winslow, and Wright 


NAYS—Messrs. Charlies F. Adams, Green Adams, Ald- 
rich, Allen, Alley, Thomas L. Anderson,* Willizm C. 
Anderson, Ashmore, Avery, Babbitt, Barr, Barrett, Beale, 
Blair, Bonham, Boteler, Bouligny, Bristow, Butfinton, 
Bureh, Burlingame, Burroughs, Butterfield, Campbell, Car- 
ter, John B. Clark, Colfax, Conkling, Corwin, Cox, James 
Craig, Curtis, Davidson, John G. Davis, Reuben Davis, 
Dawes, Duell, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Foster, Gilmer, Gooch, 
Gurley, Hamilton, Hardeman, Hatton, Holman, Houston, 
Howard, Hughes, Irvine, Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, Kilgore, 
Landrum, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Logan, Loomis, Love, 
Lovejoy, Maclay, Marston, Elbers 8. Martin, Maynard, 
McClernand, McKnight, McQueen, Millward, Montgom- 

Morris, Nel- 
son, Nfblack, Pettit, Phelps, Potter, Quarles, James C. 
Robinson, Stanton, Stevenson, Stokes, Thomas, Tomp 
kins, Underwood, Wade, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellilu 
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B. Washburne, Webster, Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood- 
ruff, and Woodson—97. 

So the House refused to lay the reports and res- 
olutions on the table. 


During the vote, 

Mr. BOCOCK stated that he had paired off for 
the day with Mr. Tappan. 

Mr. KILGORE stated that Mr. Case had 
paired off for the day with Mr.Scotr. _ 

Mr. CLEMENS said: I have paired with Mr. 
Stevens, of Pennsylvania, for two weeks, or such 
further time as he may desire. 1 do not believe 
that it was in the contemplation of either of us 
that a question of this kind could be sprung upon 
the House. I should vote ‘‘ay,’’ if I had the 

rivilege of voting; but, under the circumstances, 
decline to vote. 


Mr. GARNETT stated that he had paired off 


with Mr. Frank, who would have voted in the | 


negative, while he (Mr. Garnett) would have 
voted in the affirmative. 


ENROLLED RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- | 


rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled, 

A joint resolution making an appropriation for 
inaugurating the equestrian statue of Washing- 
ton; and 

A resolution giving the consent of Congress to 
Captain William B. Shubrick, to accept a sword 

7h 
presented to him by Captain General and Presi- 
dent Urquiza, of the Argentine Confederation. 

When the Speaker signed the same. 


ARRANGEMENT OF THE HALL——AGAIN. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


mand the previous question on the resolutions. 
Mr. MILES. 


a great many members 
Mr. KILGORE. Debate is not in order, is it? 
Mr. MILES. I ask the member from Illinois 


to withdraw the demand for the previous ques- 
tion. 


Mr. McCLERNAND. I call the gentleman 
from South Carolina to order. Debate is not in 
order, the previous question having been de- 
manded. 

Mr. MILES. I am appealing to the gentleman 
from Illinois to withdraw the demand for the pre- 
vious question. ; 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I should be 
very glad to accommodate the gentleman from 





South Carolina, but I understood him to say that | 


he was willing to submit the whole matter to be 
determined by the House at this time; and with 


that understanding, | propose to demand the pre- | 


vious question. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. [rise to a question of 
order. 1 make the point of order that, the pre- 
vious question being demanded, debate is not in 
order; but the House must proceed to vote on 
seconding the demand for the previous question. 


Mr. MILES. Well; if the gentleman is de- | 


termined to force the gag law upon us, he can do 
it. I want a fair and square vote upon the ques- 
tion; but I desire to discuss it, so that the argu- 
ments, pro and con., may go before the country. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. The gentleman from 
South Carolina should be the last man to talk 


about the gag law, as he has said more upon this | 


subject than all the rest of us. 
he previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put, being upon the 
adoption of the resolutions. 
Mr. CLEMENS. I call for a division of the 


question on the resolutions. 


Mr. GROW. After the perrenns question has 
been sustained, there can be no division of the 
question. 


Mr. CONKLING. I rise to a question of 
order. My point is, that it is too late to divide 
this question, the main question having been 
ordered. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. The Chair so decided 
the other day. 

Mr. NOELL. Then I shall have to vote against 
both the resolutions. 

The SPEAKER.* The Chair is of opinion that 
the question is divisible. 


Mr. CLEMENS. I suggest to the Chair that 


I called for a division the moment the resolutions | 


were officially before the House. 


I now de- | 


I hope the louse will not sus- | 
tain the call for the previous question. There are | 


TH 





: 





resolution. 

Mr. GROW. I desire to have the rule read 
which expressly provides that, if a division be 
called for, it must be before the previous question 
is sustained. There can be no division after the 
main question has been ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTON. You cannot require the 
House to vote upon a batch of resolutions to- 
gether. They divide themselves. The resolu- | 
tions stand before us divided; and we have aright 
to a separate vote upon eech. | 

Mr. NOELL. I would inquire of the Chair if 
we are to be required to vote upon both the reso- 
lutions at the same time? 

The SPEAKER. Itis the opinion of the Chair 
that they may be divided, and should be divided. 
They are on independent subjects. 

Mr. MILES. I call for the yeas and nays on 
the adoption of the first resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BURNETT” I desire to make an inquiry 
of the Chair. 
cide that, after the previous question has been de- | 
manded and sustained, a member has the right to 


call for a division of the question on the resolu- | 


tions? 

The SPEAKER. In resolutions of this nature, 
the Chair supposes that it is in order. 

Mr. STANTON. One of the resolutions isa 


| joint resolution, and the othera simple resolution 





of the House, and the question cannot be taken 


| on them together. 


Mr. BURNETT. The decision of the Chair 
is contrary to the uniform practice of the House. 

Mr. MILES. The resolutions naturally divide 
themselves. 


The SPEAKER. One of them requires the vote | 


of both Houses. 

Mr. MILES. One of them isa concurrent reso- 
lution, and requires the vote of the Senate. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I insist that the question 
can be divided, because each of the resolutions is 
a unit. 

The question was taken on the adoption of the 
first resolution; and it was decided in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 95, nays 86; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ald 
rich, Allen, Alley, Thomas 1]. Anderson, William C. 
Anderson, Ashmore, Babbitt, Barr, Barrett, Beale, Blair, 
Bonham, Boteler, Bouligny, Bristow, Buffinton, Burch, 
Burlingame, Burroughs, Butterfield, Campbell, Carter, 
John B. Clark, Collax, Conkling, Corwin, Cox, James 
Craig, Curtis, Davidson, John G. Davis, Dawes, Duell, 
Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Ferry, Gilmer, Gooch, Gur- 
ley, Hardeman, Hatton, Holman, Howard, Hughes, Irvine, 
Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, William Kellogg, Kilgore, Lan 
drum, DeWitt C. Leach, Logan, Loomis, Love, Lovejoy, 
Maclay, Marston, Elbert 8. Martin, Maynard, McClernand, 
McKnight, McQueen, Millward, Moorhead, Isaac N. Mor- 
ris, Nelson, Niblack, Pettit, Phelps, Potter, Quarles, Royce, 
Spaulding, Stanton, Stevenson, Mokes, ‘Theaker, Thomas, 
Tompkins, Underwood, Wade, Walton, Cadwalader C. 
Washburn, Ellibu B. Washburne, Webster, Wells, Wilson, 
Windom, Woodruff. and Woodson—95. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adrain, Avery, Barksdale, Bingham, 
Blake, Boyce, Brabson, Branch, Brayton, Burnett, Burn- 
ham, Carey, Clopton, Cob8, John Cochrane, Cooper, Bur- 
ton Craige, Curry, H. Winter Davis, Reuben Davis, De 
Jarnette, Dimmick, Dunn, Edmundson, Etheridge, Farns- 


| worth, Fenton, Florence, Foster, Gartrell, Grow, Hall, John 
| T’. Harris, Haskin, Helmick, Hill, Hindman, Hoard, Hous 


ton, Humphrey, Hutchins, Keitt, Francis W. Kellogg, Kil- 
linger, Kunkel, Lamar, Leake, Lee, Charles D. Martin, 
McKean, McPherson, McRae, Miles, Millson, Sydenham 
Moore, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon, Noell, 
Pendleton, Peyton, Porter, Pryor, Pugh, Reagan, Riggs, 


ton, William Smith, William N. H. Smith, Spinner, Stall- | 
worth, Stout, Thayer, T'rimble, Vallandigham, Vandever, 
Van Wyck, Verree, Israel Washburn, Winslow, and 
Wright—86. 

So the first resolution was adopted. 

During the roliggall, 

Mr. STRATTON stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Harris, of Maryland, who would have 
voted in the affirmative, while he (Mr. Stratton) | 
would have voted *‘no.’’ 

Mr. FLORENCE stated that Mr. WuiteLey’s 
pair with Mr. Hickman was continued for to-day. 

The result of the vote having been announced 
as above recorded, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the first resolution 
was adopted; and also moved to lay the motion to | 


| reconsider upon the table. 


| 
| 
| 
' 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
The question recurred upon the adoption of the 
second resolution. 


Mr. REAGAN demanded the yeas and nays. | 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 


t 


Do I understand the Chair to de- |! 
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The SPEAKER. The question is on the first Mr. STANTON. I move to reconsider the 


vote by which the main question was ordered; and 
I do it for the purpose of getting a vote to post- 
pone the time when the seats shall be changed 
until about the 23d of April. I have no idea of 
wasting a week now, when there will be a waste 
week then during the session of the Charleston 
convention. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. 
from Ohio to order. 

Mr. STANTON. Well, I move to reconsider 
the vote by which the main question was ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the motion of the gentleman from Ohio is not in 
order, 

Mr. STANTON. It is in accordance with the 
uniform and settled practice of the House. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I call the gentleman 
from Ohio te order. 

Mr. STANTON. The gentleman from Ohio 
is in order in submitting his motion. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. But it is net 
in order to debate it. 

Mr. STANTON. Iam not debating it. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. You have 
been. 

The SPEAKER. The order of the House has 
not been entirely executed. Until it shall have 
been executed, a motion to reconsider is not in 
order. 

Mr. STANTON. That is the very reason why 
[ supposed it was in order—because the order had 
not been entirely executed. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move to lay the 
second resolution upon the table. 

Mr. CURTIS. I rise to a point of order. We 
are acting under the previous question, and no 
motion or resolution can be brought in until we 
have executed the order. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair considers the mo- 
tion in order. 

Mr. CURTIS. 
table ? 


The SPEAKER. Yes; and it is not debata- 


I call the gentleman 


The motion to lay upon the 


| ble. 


| lay t 


Mr. CONKLING. I rise to a point of order. 

My point is this: that the motion now made to 

= resolution upon the table has once been 
put, and voted down. 

The SPEAKER. That wasatadifferent stage, 
and that motion covered both the resolutions. 
The Chair considers this a different motion, and 
in order. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I demand the yeas 
and nays on my motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 105, nays 72; as follows: 


(ny 


YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adama, Ad- 
rain, Avery, Barksdale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Boyce, 
Brabson, Branch, Brayton, Bristow, Burnett, Burnham, 
Carey, Clopton, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cooper, Burton 
Craige, Curry, H. Winter Davis, Reuben Davis, De Jar- 
nette, Dimmick, Duell, Dunn, Edmundson, Eliot, Ether- 
idge, Fenton, Ferry, Florence, Foster, Gartrell, Gilmer, 
Grow, Gurley, Joun T. Harris, Hatton, Helmick, Hill, 
Hindman, Hoard, Houston, Humphrey, Hutchins, Francis 
W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Killinger, Kunkel, Lamar, 
DeWitt C. Leach, Leake, Lee, Loomis, Charles D. Martin, 
McKean, McPherson, McRae, Miles, Millson, Sydenham 
Moore, Morrill, Morse, Nixon, Noell, Pendleton, Peyton, 


| Porter, Potter, Pryor, Pugh, Reagan, Riggs, Christopher 
| Robinson, Royce, Ruffin, Schwartz, Sedgwick, Sherman, 


‘ : | Singleton, William Smith,William N. H. Smith, Spauldin 
Christopher Robinson, Ruffin, Schwartz, Sherman, Single- || » ; 


Spinner, Stallworth, Stanton, Stout, Taylor, Thayer, Trim- 
ble, Vallandigham, Vandever, Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, 
Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Wells, Windom, Wins 
low, Woodruff, and Wright—105. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Allen, Alley, Thomas L. An- 
derson, William C. Anderson, Ashmore, Babbitt, Barr, 
Barrett, Beale, Bonham, Bouligny, Buffinton, Burch, Bur- 
lingame, Burroughs, Butterfield, Campbell, Carter, John B. 
Clark, Colfax, Conkling, Corwin, Cox, Curtis, Davidson, 
John G. Davis, Dawes, Edgerton, Edwards, Ely, Gooch, 
Hall, Hamilton, Haskin, Holman, Howard, Hughes, Irvine, 
Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, Landrum, Logan, Love, 
Lovejoy, Maclay, Marston, Maynard, McClernand, Mc 


| Knight, Moorhead, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, 


Nelson, Niblack, Pettit, Phelps, Quarles, James C. Robin- 
son, Stevenson, Stokes, Theaker, Thomas, ‘l'ompkins, Un 
derwood, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Web- 
ster, Wilson, and Woodson—72. 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. 

Pending the above call, 

Mr. BARKSDALE said: Mr. Speaker, I want 
the question exactly stated. What are we now 
voting on, the motion of the gentleman from Ohio, 
or the second resolution reported by the com- 
mittee ? 
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The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
motion of the gentleman from New York, that the 
second resolution be laid upon the table. 

A message in writing from the President of the 
United States was received by the hands of his 
Private Secretary, Mr. James Bucnanan. 

Mr. CLEMENS moved to reconsider the vote 


just taken: and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to 


PUBLIC PRINTING, 

Mr. McCLERNAND. [call for the regular 
order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The House will now pro- 
ered to the execution of the special order of the 
House, which ts the clection of a Printer. 

Mr. HASKIN. I wish to submit a report, 
which | am instructed to make by the Committee 
on Public Expenditures. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the 
re port cannot be received. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I rise to apriv- 


ileged question. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. The motion is always in order. 

Mr. HASKIN. The Committee on Public 
Expenditures was authorized by the House to 
report at any time, , 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I withdraw 


my motion to let the gentleman from New York | 


submit his report. 

‘he SPEAKER. If it be as stated by the gen- 
tleman from New York, then he has a right to 
submit his re port. 


Mr. BURNETT. What committee is it? 


The SPEAKER. ‘The Committee on Public | 


Expenditures. 


Mr. HASKIN. It is a standing committee. | 


A resolution was adopted by the House author- 


izing the Committee on Public Expenditures to | 


send for persons and papers, and to reportatany 
time. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution authorizing 
the committee to repe rt at any time will be read. 

Mr. HASKIN. I willreadit myself. Itis as 
follows: 

*©On motion of Mr. Hoarp, it was 

* Resolved, That the Committee on Public Expenditures 
be instructer to inquire into the expense of printing for the 
House of Representatives, and to report at an early day 
such modification of the rates paid as public justice and a 
due regard for rigid economy in public expenses shall dic 
tate; and that they have power to examine witnesses, with 
leave to report at any time.’’ 


The Committee on Public Expenditures have 
instructed me, their chairman, to make the report 
I send to the Clerk’s desk to be read. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the select committee, to which was re- 


ferred the subject of the printing expenses of the House 
of Representatives, hand over to the Committee on Public 
Expenditures the books and papers and such evidence as 
they may have taken relating to said subject, and be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof. 


Mr. HASKIN. I call for the adoption of that 
resolution, upon which I will call for the previous 
question, [ desire to state that, on the day the 
Speaker announced the standing committees of 
this House, the resolution which I read referring 
this subject—— 

Mr. FLORENCE. I call the gentleman to 
order. He has called for the previous question; 
and I object to debate, unless he will permit other 
gentlemen to speak to his resolution. 

Mr. HASKIN. I do notcall the previous ques- 
tion now; L only propose to call it when I have 
finished a brief explanation why I report the res- 
olution now before the House. 

Mr. Speaker, on the day you announced the 
standing committees of this House, the resolution 
I have read, referring the subject of public print- 
ing to the Committee on Public Expenditures, of 
which I am chairman, was adopted. That com- 
mittee have met, and have proceeded to take action 
on the subject. Subsequently to the adoption of 
that resolution, a select committee was moved, I 
understand, by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
{[Mr. Grow,] which committee was created and 
appointed. [ understand that they have met, but 
that they have done nothing on the subject which 
was referred to them. I want to say to the House, 


anamnamaeemnenssli 


thus early in the session, that the custom of ap- 
pointing select committees where there are stand- 
ing committees willing and anxious to discharge 


the duties devolving upon them, is, in my judg- | 
ment, improper, and one that ought to be done | 


away with. 

Mr. FLORENCE. That is right, and I heartily 
agree with the gentleman. 

Mr. HASKIN. I will say, Mr. Speaker, in 
addition, that this subject of public printing was 
examined, fully examined, at the last session of 


Congress by a sclect committee of which, I think, || 


Mr. Taylor, of New York, was chairman. The | 


proceedings of that committee cover three hundred | 


and seventy pages in the Executive Documents of 
this House. Now the regular standing commit- 
tee is ready and willing, even anxious, to proceed 
with this matter, and in the judgment of that com- 
mittee, andin my judgment, a select committee is 
entirely unnecessary for the discharge of the same 
duties. There may be a conflict of jurisdiction 
between them, an I, therefore, have been in- 
structed to submit the report which has been read 
at the Clerk’s desk. I call for the previous ques- 
tion on the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. GROW. I appeal to the gentleman to 
withdraw his call for the previous question. 

Mr. HASKIN. I will; and I yield to the gen- 
tleman to hear what he has to say. 

Mr. GROW. I wish to say, that I did not 
offer a resolution for a select committee. The 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. SHerman] moved that 


the House proceed to the election of a Printer, | 


February 21, 





the public printing. I refer to the select commit- 
tee on the mode of the public priating. 

Mr. HASKIN. The committee referred to had 
forchairman Mr. Taylor, of New York, and the 


| resolution creating it authorized it to send for per- 


sons and papers. It examined some fifty or sixty 
witnesses, who came from all parts of the Union. 
I know that it cost the Government at least ten 
thousand dollars. 

The chairman of the Committee on Public Ex- 
penditures and the members of that committee 
generally are anxious to take up the evidence ad- 
duced before the committee of the last session, 
and to take up the bill that committee reported 
and to report it to the House, with the amend- 
ments that may suggest themselves to our ap- 
proval. I read that bill last night, and I believe 
itisanableone. My ebject simply is to have the 
standing committees of this House discharge their 
legitimate duties, and not that select committees 
shall be appointed to discharge those duties, for I 
think they are unnecessary. 

Mr. HOUSTON. In order that I may under- 
stand precisely the question before the House, I 


| will ask whether itis true that a subject which has 


|| been referred to one of the standing committees 
| has subsequently been referred to a select com- 


mittee, which select committee is authorized to 


| send for persons and papers? 


which was accompanied with a resolution which || 


was passed at the beginning of the last Congress. 
Under that resolution, a select committee was ap- 
pointed, of which Lam chairman. I perceive how 
the gentleman has fallen into his mistake. It is 
of no consequence, except for me to state the fact. 


Mr. GROW. That is a mistake I wanfto cor- 
rect. It is not the fact. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is the statement of the 
gentleman from New York; and, if it is true, it 
seems to me that there is no necessity for a ref- 
erence a second time. While I believe that the 
subject-matter in dispute ought to have gone to 
the Committee on Printing—for I believe that to 
be the correct coniMMittee to examine into this 


| matter—yet, asit has been sent toa standing com- 


That committee, however, has met and taken | 


action to proceed with the examination of this 
subject that was presented to them. Now, sir, 
whatever disposition the House may make of the 


resolution is a matter of indifference to me. Iam | 
not particularly anxious for the labor, but if the | 


House choose to devolve it upon that select com- 


| mittee, all 1 can say is, that we will endeavor 


| are appropriate to them, and not appointing se- | 


| good deal of their time to the subject of the public | 


faithfully to discharge it. 
Mr. HASKIN. I desire simply to say, on this 


subject, that we should establish a rule, early in || 
this session, of giving the regular standing com- | 


mittees of this House duties to discharge which 


mittee, [ see no use in continuing the first com- 
mittee. 

Mr. GROW. I wish simply to show to the 
House the powers conferred upon the two com- 
mittees. The committee of which the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. Haskin] is chairman, is 
authorized, bythe resolution, to inquire into the 
expense of printing for the House of Represent- 


| atives, and to report, atany time, any change they 


lect committees to do duties which these standing: | 


committees are willing to undertake. The select 
committee appointed at the last session, and which 
cost ten or fifteen thousand dollars, was, in my 
judgment, unnecessary. 

Mr. GROW. 1 forgot to say what I intended 
on that subject. The select committee of the last 
Congress met, and for three months devoted a 


printing. a 
I do not understand what the gentleman means 


| by saying that that committee cost the Govern- 


ment the sum he stated, for the committee was not 


authorized to send for persons and papers; no | 


| witnesses were paid, and the only expense in- 


curred was for printing the report of the commit- | 


tee, and that certainly could not have cost the 


| amount stated. The report of that select com- 


| There was a’ select committee on corruptions in | 


mittee failed to be acted upon by the House, for 
the reason that the committeethad not the power 
to report at any time, and it was nevey reached 
in the call of committees. Just before the close 


of the session, Mr. Taylor, of New York, by | 


unanimous consent, got in his @port, which was 
ordered to be printed. 


That committee, sir, devoted as much time and | 
labor to that subject as the other duties of its | 


members would permit. I believe the gentleman 


from Virginia and myself are the only members | 
of this Congress who were members of that com- | 
mittee. We chought that we had accomplished || 


considerable in the way of reform in the public 


printing, but for the reason that I have stated, the | 


committee was not able to report in time for action 
of the House. 
Mr. HASKIN. The gentleman must refer to 


a different committee from the one I have referred || 


to. 


Mr. GROW. I beg the gentleman’s pardon. 


may think advisable. While that is the power 
of that committee, you conferred upon the select 
committee the power to inquire into the printing 
of every department of the Government, both 
branches of Congress, together with the binding, 
engraving, and all subjects pertaining to the print- 


| ing, and which the Government pays for. That 





committee, however, is not authorized to send for 
persons and papers, and we do not propose to do 
it, But we do propose to inquire into this whole 
subject of printing, engraving, and binding, for the 
two branches of Congress, and for all the Execu- 
tive Departments of the Government. The com- 
mittee of which the gentleman from New York is 
chairman has no such authority or power. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It occurs to me that the 
whole subject ought to go to the one committee 
or the other, in order that they may make a com- 
prehensive report, and present to the House some 
plan, accompanied by a bill, by which we ma 
make some saving in this branch of our expend- 
itures,and make such economical reform as may 
be considered necessary. 

Mr. HASKIN. I demand the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. GROW. [ask that the resolution of the 
House appointing the select committee may be 
read, 

Objection was made. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The SPEAKER.” The question is upon the 
adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I want to hear the resolu- 
tion read. 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. CURTIS demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Noext and 
Hoarp were ore 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— 


| ayes 92, noes 31. 


Mr. GROW demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were refused. 
So the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. HASKIN moved to reconsider the vote by 
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which the resojution was agreed to; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


INFLUENCE ON VOTES OF MEMBERS. 
Mr. HOARD. I desire to offer the following 


resolution: 


Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the 
Speaker to inquire and investigate whether any improper 
attempts have been, or are being, made by any person con- 


nected with the present executive department of this Goy- | 


ernment, or by any person acting under their advice or con- 
sent, to influence the action of this House, or any of its 
members, upon any questions or measures upon which the 
House of Representatives has acted, or which it has under 
consideration, directly or indirectly, by any promise, offer, 
or intimation of employment, patronage, office, or favors, 
under the Government, or under any Department, officer, or 
servant thereof, to be conferred or withheld in considera- 
tion of any vote given, or to be given, withheld, or to be 
withheld, with power to send for persons and papers, and 
leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. WINSLOW. I must object to the intro- 
duction of that resolution at the present time. 
Mr. HOARD. I believe it is a privileged ques- 


tion. 


1} Ashmore, 
| 
| 


Mr. WINSLOW. I riseto a question of order. | 


Mr. HOARD, I desire to read the decision of 
the Speaker of the last House of Representatives 
upon this identical resolution. 

Mr. WINSLOW. Is this matter debatable ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not; but the Chair would 


be very happy to hear the decision of the last | 


Speaker upon the subject, if there be one. 
Mr. HOUSTON. It matters not what the 


Speaker of the last House of Representatives may | 


have decided. 


jut more than that, there is busi- 


resolution from coming in. 


| 
| Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Israel! Washburn, Wells, Wilson, Windom, and Wood 
} raff—s8s. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adrain, Allen, Thomas L. Anderson, 
Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, Bonham, 
Boyee, Brabson, Branch, Bristow, Burch, Burnett, John 
B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cooper, Cox, 
James Craig, Burton Craige, Curry, Davidson, Reuben 
Davis, D® Jarnette, Edmundson, Florence, Garirell, Gilmer, 
Hamilton, Hardeman, Hindman, Holman, Houston, How. 
ard, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, Landrum, 
Leake, Logan, Love, Maclay, Charles D. Martin, Elbert 8. 
Martin, Mavnard, McClernand, McRae, Miles, Miilson, 
Sydenham Moore, Isaae N. Morris, Niblack, Noell, Pendle 
ton, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, Riggs, 
James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Sickles, Singleton, William 
Smith, William N. H. Smith, Stallworth, Stevenson, 
Stokes, Stout, Taylor, Thomas, Underwood, Vallandig 
ham, Winslow, and Wright—®2. 


So the election of Printer was postponed until 
| Thursday next. 

During the call, 7 

Mr. BOULIGNY stated that, had he been in 


| his seat when his name was called, he would have 


lution of inquiry, and [ am perfectly willing that || 
| McQueen. 


the gentleman should have it at the proper time; 
but I want the regular order of business now. 

Mr. HOARD. I can make.a statement which 
I think will satisfy the House that this is a priv- 
ileged question; but ifit is the desire of the House, 
I will withdraw it for the present, and present it 
at some future time. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I call for the regular order 
of business. 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 


the rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Wh@e on the 
state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided on one 
or two océasions that the regular order of busi- 
ness must be first taken up and disposed of, before 
the House can enter upon any other business, 
unless it is passed over by unanimous consent, or 
by an order of the House. That regular order of 
business is the election of a Printer. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Leall for that regular order 
of business. , 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. If I understand 


I move that | 


the rules, a motion to suspend the rules to go into | 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union is always in order; but the Speaker rules | 


that the motion cannot be made. I think I can 
attain the object I desire by another motion. I 


move to postpone the special order, the election |! 


of Printer, until Thursday next. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I demand the yeas and 
nays. i 

Mr. BURCH. 
the table. 
_Mr. BURNETT. I hope the gentleman from 
California will withdraw his motion to lay upon 
the table, and let us have a square vote upon the 
motion to postpone; and upon the motion of the 
gentleman from Maine, I demand the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. BURCH. I withdraw my motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 85, nays 82; as follows: 
_ YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ald- 
rich, Alley, William C. Anderson, Babbitt, Beale, Bing- 
ham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingawne, Burn- 
ham, Butterfield, Carey, Carter, Colfax, Conkling, Corwin, 
Curtis, U. Winter Davis, Dawes, Dunn, Edgerton, Ed- 
wards, Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Gooch, 
Grow, Gurley, Haskin, Hatton, Helmick, Hoard, Hum 
phrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kel- 
lege, Kilgore, Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Loomis, 
Lovejoy, Marston, MeKean, McKnight, McPherson, Mill- 
ward, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, 
Nixon, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Christopher Robinson, Royce, 
Schwartz, Sedfwick, Sherman, Spaulding, Spinner, Stan- 
ton, Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Trimble, Verree,Wade, 


1 move to lay the motion on 


| with me by Mr. McQueen. 


voted in the negative. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY stated that he had paired 
off with Mr. Junki on the question of the clec- 
tion of a Printer, and on all other questions on 
which they differed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, stated that he had 
paired off with Mr. Covope upon all questions 
connected with the election of a Printer. 


Mr. HALL stated that he had paired off with | 


Mr. Ma ttory upon the election of a Printer. 
Mr. GROW stated that Mr. Srevens had 
paired off with Mr. Clemens. 
Mr. ASHMORE stated that Mr. McQueen 


: 1- || had paired off with Mr. Vanpever upon the elec- 
ness before the House now that will prevent this || 


This isa mere reso- || 


tion of a Printer. 
Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Vanpever understands 
that he is paired off upon all questions with Mr. 
Mr. ASHMORE. I have a memorandum left 
It says he is paired 


off with Mr. VanpeverR upon the election of a 


Printer only. 


Mr.CURTIS. My colleague understands him- | 


| self paired off upon all questions. 


Mr. VAN WYCK stated that he was paired 
off with Mr. Brices. 

The result was then announced as above re- 
corded. 

PRESIDENT S ANNUAL MESSAGE. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I now move 
that the rules be suspended, and that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended; and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wasn- 
| puRNE, Of Illinois, in the chair,) and resumed the 

consideration of the last annual message of the 
President of the United States, on which Mr. 
| Lamar was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. LAMAR addressed the committee for an 
hour upon the relations of the North and South 
affecting the slavery question. [His speech wiill 
be published in the Appendix.] 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, followed with an 

hour’s speech upon the resolutions of the Legis- 
ture of the State of Maryland, censuring him for 
the vote given by him for the present Speaker of 
the House. [His remarks will be published in 


| the Appendix. 


Mr. McPHERSON obtained the floor; but 
yielded to Mr. Suerman, who moved that the 
committee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Wasuburne, of Illinois, 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 


| state of the Union had had under consideration 


the state of the Union generaily, and particularly 
the last annual message of the President of the 
United States, and had come to no resolution 
thereon. 


| ADJOURNMENT TO THURSDAY. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that when the House 
adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on Thursday 
next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr..SHERMAN _ I move that the House do 
now. adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 


| ten minutes past five o’clock, p.m.) the House | 


| adjourned. 


AL GLOBE. 


IN SENATE. 


Tuvurspay, February 23, 1860. 


859 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gruarey. 
The Journal of Tuesday was read and approved 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented the 
memorial of George M. Willing, Delegate to Con- 
gress from the proposed ‘Territory of Jefferson, 
praying the speedy organization of a territorial 
rovernment therefor; which was referred to the 
Committee on Territorics. 

Mr. HARLAN presented a petition of citizens 
of New York, praying Congress to pass a law to 
prevent all further tratlie tn, and monopoly of, the 
public lands of the United States, and that they 


| be laid out in farms or lots for the free and ex- 


clusive use of actual settlers; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands, . 
He also presented a communication from C.T 


‘ 


| Smead, of Waverly, lowa, in favor of increased 


mail facilities in the State of lowa; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. GWIN presented a memorial of the trus- 


| tees and others, residents and octupants of the 


town of Union, in Humboldt county, in the State 
of California, praying that the corporate authori- 
ties of thal town be authorized to enter the whole 
of the lands embraced within the corporate limits 
of that town, upon the paymentof the minimum 
price therefor; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

He also presented a joint resolution of the Le- 
gislature of California, in f.vor of the passage ot 
an aet creating, with convenient boundaries, a new 
Territory in western Utah; which was referred 
to the Committee on Territories, and ordered to 
be printed. 

He also presented a resolution of the Legisla- 
ture of California, asking for an appropriation te 
pay for surveying the public lands of that State; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SEWARD. I present the memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of New York 
on the subject of international law in relation to 
damages resulting from collisions at sea. The 
subject is one of vast importance, and 1s very ably 
treated in this memorial. 1 move that the memo- 
rial be referred to the Committec on the Judiciary, 
and that it be printed, which motion for printing, 
I suppose, will go to the Committee on Printing. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The memorial 
will be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ; 
and the motion to print will go to the Committee 
on Printing 

Mr. PUGH presented a memorial of members 
of the bar and officers of the court for the second 
judicial district of the United States territorial 
court for Utah, praying that the salary of the judge 
for that district may be increased; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MALLORY presented a memorial of the 
Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the city of 


| Pensacola, Florida, praying that the ttle of the 


United States to certain lots in that city may be 
released to that city; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. KING presented a petition of citizens of 
the State of New York, praying the enactment of 
a law granting pensions to the few remaining sol- 
diers of the war of 1812, and to the widows of 


| those deceased; which was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. HAMMOND presented the memorial of 
C. M. Mordecai, praying that the Postmaster 
General may be directed to contract with him for 
the transportation of the mails between Charies- 
ton and Havana, and that Congress will grant 
him relief as may be deemed just, equitable, and 
expedient; which was referred to the Committee 


_on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. HAUN presented a joint resolution of the 
Legislature of California, in favor of the survey 
and establishment of the eastern boundary of that 
State; which was referred to the Committee on 
Territories, and ordered to be printed. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. WADE, it was 


Ordered, That Milo Sudiff and Levi H. Case have leave 
to withdraw their memorial and papers from the files of the 
Senate. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the joint resolution 
(S. No. 2) removing the restrictions upon a cer- 
tain grant of five sections of land to the State of 
lowa, reported it with amendment. 

Mr. THOMSON, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of John 
C. Carter, a licutenant in the Navy, praying to be 
allowed the balance of an appropriation made by 
the act for his relief, passed February 18, 1855, 


submitted a report, accompanied by a joint reso- | 


lution (S. No. 15) for the relief of John C. Car- 
ter. ‘The joint resolution was read and passed to 
a second reading; and the report was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. PUGH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the petition of 
Henry Hobbs, praying the enactment of a law 
to authorize him to locate a land warrant, submit- 
ted a report accompanied by a bill (S. No. 199) to 
authorize the location of certain warrants for 
bounty land heretofore issued. The bill was read, 
and passed to a second reading; and the report 
was ordered to be print d. 

Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of F. 
M.Gunnell, passed assistant surgeon inthe Navy, 
praying compensation for extraordinary expenses 
incurred in the discharge of his duty in California, 
reported a bill (S. No. 198) for the relief of F. M. 
Gunnell, a passed assistant surgeon in the Navy; 
which was read, and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs and Militia, to whom was referred the 
report of the Secretary of War, communicating, 
in obedience to law, statements showing the con- 
tracts made under the authority of the War De- 
partment, during the year 1859, reported in favor 
of printing the report; which was agreed to, 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred three 
petitions of citizens and residents of the District 


trix of Thomas P. Jones, deceased, with the opin- 
ion of the court in favor of the claim, reported the 
bill (S. No. 206) without amendment. The bill 
was read, and passed to a second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a bill reported from the Court of 


' Claims, for the relief of James L. ar ad- 


ministrator of Thomas R. Gedney, deceased, with 
the opinion of the court in favor of the claim, 


, reported the bill (S. No. 207) without amend- 
ment. The bill was read, and passed to a second | 


eading. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a bill reported from the Court of 
Claims, for the relief of Lydia Frazee, widow and 
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administratrix of John Frazee, late of the city of | 


New York, with the opinion of the court in favor 


of the claim, reported the bill (S. No. 208) with- | 


out amendment. 
to a second reading. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 


The bill was read, and passed 


was referred a bill reported from the Court of | 


Claims, for the relief of Thomas Allen, with the | 
opinion of the court in favor of the claim, reported | 


the bill (S. No. 209) without amendment. The 
bill was read, and passed to a second reading. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom || 


was referred a bill reported from the Court of 


| Claims, for the relief of Augustus H. Evans, with 


of Columbia, praying the incorporation of the | 


Washingtof and Georgetown Passenger Railway 
Company; four petitions of residents of Wash- 
ington and the District of Columbia in relation to 
the construction of railroads in Washington city; 
and a petition of Edwin Green and others, citi- 
zens of Washington, praying for the grant of a 
charter to an association of the citizens of Wash- 
ington, for making a passenger railway from the 


navy-yard to Georgetown, asked to be discharged | 


from their further consideration; which was 
agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the petition of the trustees of the public 
schools of the city of Washington, praying for a 
patent for part of lot fourteen in square two hun- 
dred and eighty-three in that city, reported a bill 
(S. No. 200) directing the conveyance of a lot of 
ground for the use of the public schools of Wash- 
ington city; which was read, and passed to a sec- 
ond reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the memorial of Richard Wallach, George 
W. Riggs, and others, asking the privilege of con- 
structing passenger railways through the principal 
streets and avenues of the cities of Washington 
and Georgetown, submitted a report, accompanied 
by a bill (S. No. 201) in relation to a railway 


along Pennsylvania avenue, and other avenues || 


and streets in the cities of Washington and George- 
town, in the Districtof Columbia. The bill was 
read, and passed to a second reading; and the re- 
port was ordered to be printed, be 

Mr. IVERSON, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred a bill reported from the 
Court of Claims for the relief of George Ashley, 
administrator de bonis non of Samuel Holgate, de- 
ceased, with the opinion of the court in favor of 
the claim, uanial the bill (S. No. 204) without 
amendment. The bill was read, and passed to a 
second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a bill reported from the Court of 
Claims, for the relief of Otway H: Berryman and 
others, with the opinion of the court in favor of 
the claim, reported the bill (S. No. 205) without 
amendment. The bill was read, and passed to a 
second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a bill reported from the Court of 
Claims, for the relief of Emilie G. Jones, execu- 


the opinion of the court in favor of the claim, re- 
ported the bill (S. No. 210) without amendment. 
Ihe bill was read, and passed to a second read- 
ing. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 


was referred a bill reported from the Court of | 


Claims, for the relief of William Geiger, with the | 


opinion of the court in favor of the claim, reported 
the bill (S. No. 211) without amendment. The 
bill was read, and passed to a second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a bill reported from the Court of 
Claims, for the relief of Nancy M. Johnson, ad- 
ministratrix of Walter R. Johnson, deceased, with 
the opinion of the court in favor of the claim, re- 
rorted the bill (S. No. 212) without amendment. 

he bill was read, and passed to a second read- 
ing. ; 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 


was referred a bill reported from the Court of || : ; 
P || 202) to reimburse the corporation of Georgetown, 


Claims, fér the relief of James Crooks, with the 
opinion of the court in favor of the claim, reported 
the bill (S. No. 213) without amendment. The 
bill was read, and passed to a second reading. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a bill reported from the Court of 
Claims, for the relief of Mariano G. Vallejo, with 
the opinion of the court in favor of the claim, re- 


—_~ 


yorted the bill (S. No. 214) without amendment. | 


he bill was read, and passed to a second reading. 
ASSIGNEES OF LAND WARRANTS. 


Mr. PUGH. The Committee on Public Lands, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 197) in re- 


|| monials awarded to them 


lation to the assignees of bounty land warrants, | 


have instructed me to report the same back with- 


| out amendment, and recommend its passage. The 
| bill contains a single provision in about six lines. 


It is important to the General Land Office to pass 


it at once, and unless some Senator demands an 


explanation, I will ask that it be put upon its 
assage now. : 
Mr. BROWN. If itis not going to give rise 

to any debate, [ shall not object to it; but if it 


does, I shall object to its consideration. 


a 


Mr. PUGH. 
can go over. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill; which directs that, from and after the Ist 
day of October next, no assignee of bounty land 
warrants, under any general acts now in force, 
shall be allowed to present the same for location 
or entry of lands at the General Land Office in 
Washington city; but the widow or minor chil- 
dren of any officer or soldier to whom a warrant 
has been, or may be, issued in his lifetime, is not 
to be deemed an assignee of such warrant within 
the meaning of this act. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed 


CLAIMS AGAINST PERU. 
Mr. HALE. A day or twoago, I presented a 


If any Senator objects to it, it 


February 23, 


the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, was laid over until to-day. He objected to 
it on the ground that a communication was ex- 
pected from the President covering the informa- 
tion. I have since seen him, and ascertained that 
the information will not come except in answer 
toa resolution. I presume, therefore, he has no 
objection to it. I move that the resolution be 
taken up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution sub- 
mitted by Mr. Hate on the 2Ist instant: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to inform the Senate, if in his opinion it be not 
incompatible with the public interests, whether the Gov- 
ernment of Peru complied with the stipulations made by 
the Minister of that country in behalf of the citizens of the 
United States, who had sent vessels to the Lobos Islands 
for guano, between the Sth of June and the 25th of August, 
1852; and if not, whether this Government has taken any 
steps to enforce tlr@claims of those citizens against the Pe- 
ruvian Government, and what is the character and amount 
of those claims. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


Mr. HALE subsequently said: At the request 
of the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, I move to reconsider the vote adopting 
the resolution of inquiry about our claims against 
Peru. 


The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 


Mr. MASON. I was not in my seat, and was 
not aware that the resolution offered by the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire hadcome up. He has 
been kind enough, however, to ask that it should 
be reconsidered at my instance, for the reason 
which I will now assign to him, and which I 
think will be satisfactory. On consultation with 
the Department, I learn that the subject to which 
the resolution refers is now in actual negotiation 
between the Governments of Peru and the United 
States, and to give out the information would tend 
to prejudice the negotiations. Let the resolution 
lie on the table. 

Mr. HALE. 1 am satisfied. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolu- 
| tion will lie on the table for the present. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BROWN asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


in the Distgict of Columbia, a sum of money ad- 

vanced wiih the construction of the Little 
Falls bridge; which was read twice b 
‘and referred to the Committee on the 
/ Columbia. 


ACCEPTANCE OF TESTIMONIALS. 
Mr. MALLORY asked, and by unanimous con- 


sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution 

| (S. No. 16) authorizing Captains William L. Hud- 

son and Joshua R. Sands je accept certain testi- 

»y the Government of 

Great Britain; which was read a first time by its 
title, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. MALLORY. This joint resolution was 
| reported from the Naval Committee at the last 
session, but was not reached. It is of a personal 
character entirely; and I presume there will be no 
objection toit. I ask that it now may be consid- 
ered, and passed. 

There being no objection, the joint resolution 
was read a second time, and canaiicaen as in Com- 
| mittee of the Whole. It authorizes Captains Wil- 
liam L. Hudsonand Joshua R. Sands, of the Navy, 
to accept the snuff-box and medal recently trans- 
| mitted to this Government by the Government of 
| Great Britain to be presented to them as memo- 
| rials of their service in laying the Atlantic cable. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 
| a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


its title, 
istrict of 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A Message from the House of Representatives, 

| by Mr. Hayes, Chief Clerk, announced that the 
2 Rae of Representatives had ordered the follow- 
ing documents to be printed on the 21st of Feb- 





Letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting 
| a statement of expenditures from the appropria- 
| tion for contingent expenses of his Department 
|| during the last fiscal year. 
| Letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting 
|| a statement of the contingent expenses of the mil- 


| ruary, 1860, at twelve o’clock and ten minutes: 
} 


resolution of inquiry, which, at the suggestion of || itary establishment during the year 1859. 








1860. _ 











Letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting 
a statement of the expenses of the national armo- 
ries, and the arms and appendages made thereat, 
during the year 1859. ty 

Letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting 
a return of the militia of the United States, and 
of their arms, accouterments, and ammunition, 
for the year 1859; and 

A memorial of the Legislature of the State of 
Wisconsin, in relation to the affairs of the Indian 
tribes within the limits of that State; and also, the 
memorial of the chiefs, head men, and warriors of 
the Menomonee Indians, in council assembled, in 
the county of Shewano, State of Wisconsin. 


SNROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed the following enrolled 
joint resolutions; which thereupon received the 
signature of the President pro tempore: 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 8) making an 
appropriation for inaugurating the equestrian 
statue of Washington; and 

A joint resolution (S. No. 12) giving the con- 
sentof Congress to Captain William B. Shubrick 
to accept a sword presented to him by Captain 
General and President Urquiza, of the Argentine 
Confederation. 

ISLAND OF NAVARA. 


Mr. SUMNER submitted the following resolu- | 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, if in his opinion not incompatible with the public 
interests, to communicate to the Senate any information 
in his possession with regard to the occupation, by Ameri- 
ean citizens, of the Island of Navara, in the West Indies, 
and of any correspondence with reference thereto. 


PRINTING OF A BILL. 
On motion of Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, That the bill (S. No. 194) for the admission of 
Kansas into the Union be printed. 


PROTECTION OF SLAVE PROPERTY IN KANSAS. 


Mr. BROWN, in pursuance of previous notice, | 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 203) to punish offenses against slave property 
in the Territory of Kansas; which was read twice | 
by its title. . 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I have delayed 
the introduction of the bill several days, intend- 
ing, when | introduced it, to make some remarks 
explanatory of my motive in doing it. I appre- 
hend that, when it shall be referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Territories, to which I shall move its 
reference, I shall not be likely to get it back again 
very soon. I shall, however, forego my purpose 
ofaddressing the Senate on the subject this morn- | 
ing; and ask, next week, to be allowed an oppor- 
tunity of speaking, on the resolutions of my col- 
league or myself, upon the general subject. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Sen- | 
ator ask for the reference of the bill? 

Mr. BROWN. I do. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be 
referred to the Committee on Territories. 


PRINTING OF TESTIMONY. 1] 


Mr. FITCH. The Committee on Printing, to | 
whom was referred a resolution submitted by the 
Senator from Texas [Mr. Hempnitt] on the 6th 
instant, to print the testimony taken by the Court 
of Claims in the case of A. Huston, have directed 
me to report adverse to its printing. We find no | 
precedent fur printing testimony taken before the | 
court, and deem that the establishment of such a || 
precedent might involve the Senate ia very con- | 
siderable expense. I move the present concur- | 
rence of the Senate in the report. 

Mr IVERSON. I would suggest to the Sen- | 
ator from Indiana to allow that report to lie on | 
the table for the present, instead of asking the 
decision of the Senate upon it. It is a question | 
which admits of a good deal of doubt whether 
the Senate ought to set the precedent or make a 
decision of the question. 
in which it would be important to have the testi- || 
mony. 

Mr. FITCH. Let it lie on the table. Iam || 
willing that the papers in the case should take the | 
course proposed by the resolution. | 


] 
The resolution was ordered to lie on the table. || 
CONTRACTS FOR BINDING. | 


here may be cases \| ate. 


reported from the Committee on Printing a day 
or two since, with a view to its amendment and 
adoption. I wish to have it so amended as to 
aa ‘*contracts heretofore made,’’ and to term- 
inate at the first clause of the resolution, directing 
the committee to inquire into the legality of the 
contracts, and not to carry their inquiry any fur- 
ther. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolu- 
tion, as modified, will be read for the information 
of the Senate. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Printing be di- 
rected to inquire and report whether the contracts hereto 
fore made by the Secretary of the Senate with Mrs. Ade- 
line Sergeant, and renewed with modifications onthe 16th 
and 17th of February, 1860, for binding the reserved num- 
bers of Senate documents, are authorized by law. 

Mr. HALE. I do not know anything about 
the resolution; but I thoughtit had been custom- 
ary, when there was any action taken as to any 
doubts about legal questions, to refer them to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. It seems to me, as 
this seems to have resolved itself into a mere ques- 
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tion of law, that would be the proper direction to | 


give it. 
~ Mr. FITCH. I have no objection to that ref- 
erence, though, of course, I cannot myself make 
the motion, as the resolution was reported by the 
Committee on Printing. 


It was supposed to be a | 


matter which came peculiarly under their super- | 
vision, being under the charge of the Superintend- | 


ent of Public Printing. Ifthe Comnffttee on Print- 


ing find any doubt themselves, it will be very | 
proper for them to come in and ask a further in- | 


vestigation by the Committee on the Judiciary; 


but it is possible that the provisions of the law | 


may be so plain that no man can mistake them. 

Mr. HALE. 
ject. 
contract was made. The resolution is now modi- 


fied; and as it is reduced to a simple question of 


law, to see whether the contract was according to 
law, | move to amend the resolution by striking 
out **the Committee on Public Printing,’’ and 
inserting ** the Committee on the Judiciary.”’ 


I know nothing about the sub- | 
{ do not know under whose direction this | 


Mr. FITCH. [ am not authorized, of course, | 


to accept the amendment; but I have no personal 
objection to it. 


The amendment was agreed to; and the reso- 
lution as amended was adopted. 
F ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. CHANDLER. [I rise to call the attention 


of the Chair to a special order for half past one | 


o’clock. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Michigan that under the 
rules it is his duty to announce the special order 
at the appointed time, but there is another rule 


which obtains that overrides the special order to | 


which the Senator refers, and gives precedence to 


Senate. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I move, then, that the un- 
finished business be postponed for the considera- 
tion of the special order that was fixed for to-day. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I trust that motion will not 
prevail. A good deal of time has already been lost 
in the discussion of the bill whichis the unfinished 
business of Tuesday, or rather in the attempt to 
discuss it; and I am satisfied that if it be taken up 
now, it will be disposed of, certainly in less than 
two hours. As I understand it, the resolution that 
the Senator from Michigan proposes to take up is 
a reconsideration of- 

Mr. CHANDLER. No, sir; it is a bill. 

Mr. SLIDELL. A bill on what subject? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Making an appropriation 
for completing the channel over the St. Clair 
flats. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 


ment much stronger. 





that question will be so much time lost to the Sen- 


Chamber to this bill, we know perfectly well that 
it will be vetoed by the Executive. Now, the bill 
which I have before the Senate, although one of 


In the first place, assuming that the Senator | 
could obtain the sanction of a majority of the | 


| similar bill 
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and I really think that it would be trespassing 
somewhat on the goodgaature and courtesies of 
the Senate for the gentleman to press a speech on 
a question that he knows must be abortive—a bill 
that cannot pass, or if passed cannot become a 
law. I insist on the regular order of business, and 
1 ask a decision on the subject. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 1 think the honorable 
Senator from Louisiana assumes more than he has 
a right to assume under present circumstances. It 
is within the recollection of Senators, that, four 
years ago, when the whole scheme was problem- 
atical whether it would be successful or mot, a 
massed Congress, was vetoed by the 
President of the United States, and was returned 
to Congress and passed by a two thirds vote over 
that veto. Now, sir, if the President of the Uni- 
ted States should again veto this bill, I expect 
again to pass it over his veto. I expect that the 
Congress of the United States, in consequence of 
the vast importance of this work, and the neces- 
sity of its immediate completion, will disregard 
the President’s veto, and, by a constitutional ma- 
jority, pass the bill. Ido not propose to discuss 
the question; I am willing to let the bill go to a 
vote without discussion, if the opponents of the 
measure see fit toypermit it. I hold in my hand 
a letter from a gentleman very largely 

Mr. SLIDELL. I ask if it is in order to enter 
into the merits of this bill, when the question be- 
fore the Senate is simply as to the priority of 
business ? 

The PRESIDENT protempore. [tis notstrictly 
in order to discuss the merits of the bill. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I was giving the reasons 
why the unfinished business should be postponed. 
I said that I held in my hand a letter from a very 
distinguished merchant, largely engaged in the 
traffic across these flats—Mr. Trowbrick, a gen- 
tleman well known—in which he says: 








‘©The water is falling very fast, and if navigation should 
open to-morrow, there is not one vessel, propeller or steam- 
boat, in ten, on these lakes, that could pass loaded over the 
flats. There is now but nine and a half feet of water upon 
them.”’ 

This morning I had a conversation with a very 
distinguished gentleman from Oswego, who in- 
formed me that the lakes have fallen, since June, 
1858, two feet eight inches. ‘Thus it is perfectly 
apparent to every person that this channel is ut- 
terly worthless as itstands. lask simply a small 
appropriation of $54,037 to complete the work, to 
make a permanent channel that will accommodate 
the entire commerce of the lakes. Sir, | deem 
this measure of more consequence than all the bills 
as to your banks, not only in the District of Co- 
lumbia, but in all the adjoining States; of more 
consequence than any and every measure now 
before Congress. It 1s a matter of sufficient con- 
sequence to cast aside not only this bank bill, but 


|| any other bill that is now before the Senate. I 
the unfinished business of the last sitting of the 


That only makes my argu- | 
It is perfectly evident that 
|| the time that will be employed in the discussion of | 


perhaps no very great importance, isthe result of | 


matured investigation by a committee. Itinvolves | 


ose sound in themselves, and I think would 
»e beneficial in they application to the District of 


] 


hope that not only the bank bill, but any other 
special order which interferes with the present 
consideration of this bill will be postponed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is moved 
and seconded to postpone the unfinished business 
and all prior yah men for the purpose of preceed- 
ing to the consideration of the bill indicated by 
the Senator from Michigan. 

Mr. SLIDELL called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
—yeas 20, nays 33; as follows: 

t EAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Chandler, Clark, 
Collamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, 


| Grimes, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Seward, Simmons, Sum- 


ner, Trumbull, Wilkinson, and Wilson—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Bragg, Bright, 
Brown, Chesnut, Clay, Clingman, Davis, Fitch, Fitzpat- 
rick, Gwin, Hammond, Haun, Hemphill, Hunter, Iverson, 
Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Lane, Mal 
lory, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, Powell, Pugh, Sauis- 
bury, Sebastian, Slidell, Toombs, and Wigfall—33. 


So the motion of Mr. Cuanp.er was not agreed 
to. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


Mr. HALE. By the, consent vf the Senator 
from Louisiana, I move that when the Senate ad- 
journs to-day, it be to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I simply desire to say to 
the Senator from New Hampshire, and to the 
Senate, that if it would be agreeable to gentlemen 
on the other side of the House, as I wish to ad- 
dress the Senate on the subject of the Wisconsin 
case, as it has been called, and do not feel dis- 


Mr. FITCH. I move to take up the resolution || Columbia. The Senate is prepared to act on it; || posed to interfere with the regular order of busi- 


% 
| 
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ness of the Senate, I can address them on that \| 
subject to-morrow; ands hope that the honorable 
Senator from New Hampshire will not move that 
the Senate adjourn from to-day over unul Mon- 


day next. I know it has been usual to adjourn 
over from Thursday unt! Monday; but as I de- 


sire not to trespass upon the ordinary business of 


the Senate, if it be agreeable to them, I would pre- 
fer to address the Senate to-morrow. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I understand that to-morrow, 
and all subsequent Fridays, have been expressly 
assigned for the consideration of private bills, so 
that the object of the gentleman would not be 
aitaine ;, 

Mr. FOOT. Not until after this week. 

Mr. IVERSON, After this week. 

Mr. SLIDELL. If it can be understood that 
the Senator will address the Senate, without any 
other business being transacted here, I shall cer- 
tainly have no objection to the Senate sitting to- 
morrow. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. 
honorable Senator from New Hampshire will 
withdraw his motion, and move that when the 
Senate adjourns on Friday, it be to meet on Mon- 
day next. 

Mr. \VERSON. I hope that the Senate will 
not adjourn over untill Monday, but will sit to- 
morrow, if for no other purpose than to aceom- 
modate the honorable Senator from Wisconsin. 
I see no reason why we should adjourn over to- 
morrow. We have been in session now nearly 
three months, and have never sat on any Friday 
or Saturday. lam sure the committees have had 
time enough to mature all the business, or nearly 
all the business, before them. At any rate there 
is more business matured than the Senate will ever 
transact. We have now at least one hundred pri- 


vate bills upon the calendar, and it is hardly of 


any use to go en and consider more private busi- 
ness in the committees, Lapprehend that we have 
more business before us than we shall be able to 
get through with, if we sat every day of the week. 
It is high time, I think, that we proceed to busi- 
ness. I trust we shall not adjourn over Friday. 
I shall call for the yeas and nays if there is a dis- 
osition to adjourn over. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President—— 

Mr. HALE. I withdraw the motion, as there 
is so much fuss made about it. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Now, I move that when 
the Senate adjourns to-morrow, it be to meet on 
Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to 


HOUR OF MEETING. 
Mr. COLLAMER. I desire to call up the mo- 


tion that was submitted a few days ago, fixing the 
hour of meeting at twelve o’clock. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the following order, submitted by Mr. 
Hamuin, on Monday last: 

Ordered, Thatthe daily hour of the meeting of the Senate 
be twelve o’clock, meridian, until otherwise ordered. 

Mr.GWIN. Say from and after Monday next. 

Mr. HAMLIN. [introduced the motion nty- 
self, and I think 1 can modify it. I modify it, 
then, by saying *‘ on and after Monday next.”’ 

Mr. MASON. [I shall certainly not stand in 
the way of the opinion of the Senate if they choose 
to change the hour; but I think we have done very 
well under a meeting at one o’clock. The busi- 
ness before the committees, as far as I know—cer- 
tainly before those with which I am connected — 
is very large and very onerous; and it would be 
prejudicial, so far as | am informed, to the busi- 
ness of the committees, that we should meet at 
an carlier hour. 
fectly to the majority of the Senate, that we shall 
not agree to this motion. 

Mr. GRIMES, Mr. BINGHAM, and others, 
called for the yeas and nays; and they were or- 
dered. : 

Mr. PUGH. I concur with the Senator from 
Virginia, that the hour of meeting at one o’clock 
has given to the committees more ample facilities 
for the transaction of business; and at this stage 
of the session we had better continue it. I shall 
therefore vote against fixing the hour of meeting 
at twelve o’clock. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 24, nays 28; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bingham, Bragg, Chandler, Clark, Cling- 
man, Coliamer, Doolitue, Feasenden, Fitch, Green,Grimes, 


I hope, then, that the | 


I hope, therefore, yielding per- || 





——— . ——_--_— 
Gwin, ilamlin, Harlan, Haun, Hunter, Iverson, Lane, 
Nicholson, Powell, Saulsbury, Simmons, Ten Eyck, and 
Wade—24. 

NAYS — Messrs. Anthony, Bayard, Benjamin, Bright, 
Chesnut, Clay, Davis, Dixon, Durkee, Fitzpatrick, Foster, 
Hale, Hanumond, Hemphill, Johnson of ‘Tennessee, Ma- 
son, Pearce, Polk, Pugh, Rice, Seward, Slidell, Sumner, 


Toombs, Trumbull, Wigfall, Wilkinson, and Wilson—28. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 
SALE OF ARMS. 


Mr. DAVIS. I asked the Senate to considera 
bill the other day, and it was postponed until two | 
o’clock to-day. It is a few minutes after that 
time. Ido not wish to trespass on the time of 
the Senate, but I hope the bill may be passed 
without any discussion. The Senators who pro- 
posed the postponement did so in order to under- 
stand the bill, and will probably understand it by 
its bare reading. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill under 
the control of the Senator from Louisiana is the | 
first order of business, if insisted on. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I shall not object to the eon- 
sideration of this bill if it leads to no discussion. 
I have reason to apprehend that it will, however. 

The motion of Mr. Davis was agreed to; and 
the Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
(S. No, 45) to authorize the sale of public arms 


| to the several States and Territories, and to regu- 


, late the appointment of superintendents of the na- 


tional armorics; the question being on ordering 


| the bill to be engrossed and read the third time. 


| tion out of the bill. 


Mr. HALE. I move to strike the second sec- | 

Mr. FESSENDEN, You had better strike out 
the first. 

Mr. HALE. Those who wantthe first strick- 
en out,may move it, but I do not care about it. 
This is a matter that, until within a year or two, 
has been before Congress, I think, ever since I | 
have had the honor of a seat here. 1 know it 
was contested year after year. Delegations from | 
the mechanics at the places where these armories | 
are, from Massachusetts and from Virginia, were 


| here beseeching Congress to interfere; and after 


| whilst Mr. Bell was een of War, the change 
| was made by the simple or 


/amongst the mechanics especially. 


a very long deliberation, which continued for 
many years, Congress deliberately adopted the 
present system, placing the armories, which are, | 


| in fact, substantially manufactories and nothing 


else, under civil superintendence. I donot know 
that the discretion that was reposed in the Exec- 
utive was or was not wisely exercised; but I 
know that it was a subject which occasioned very 
great interest in the country at that time, and 


very great feeling upon it; I do not know that I 
had any at all; but I know that I was appealed to | 
both by my acquaintances in the Army and in the 
civil service, and the subject was deliberated and | 
debated upon a great while. These changes, | | 
think, had been made heretofore. 1 think once, 


er of the Secretary. 

Am I notright? The chairman of the committee 

says I am not right; but the change was made. 
Mr. DAVIS. The change was made, but not 


by a simple order of the Secretary of War. It || 


| was by act of Congress, which itis now proposed 


| pugnapce 


to repeal. 
Mr. HALE. The change was made by an act 
of Congress in 1854; but was the change that was 
made when Mr. John Bell, of Tennessee, was 
Secretary of War, made by an act of Congress? 
My impression is—I may be mistaken in it—that | 
when Mr. Bell was Secretary of War, he made it 
of his own authority, and without an actof Con- 
gress; and since that, after it had been changed 
several times, it was fixed by law—notina hurry, 
not without much deliberation, and not without 
a very earnest remonstrance from the mechanics 
that were employed in these manufactories, against 
being subjected to what they called military rule. 
It is natural with the chairman of the Committee 
on Military Affairs, from his education and posi- 
tion and life, that he should have a little preju- 
dice in favor of the military superintendence; and 
when I say that, I say aclhiag more than that he 
is, like other men, subject to the influences and 
prejudices of his life and education. I do know 
that, at that time, there was a very general re- 
expressed against this measure; and 
in “Massachusetts, the gentleman whom we have 


| lately confirmed as collector of the city of Bos- | 


ton was appointed to superingend the armory at 
Springfield, and I think it was an exceedingly | 
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acceptable appointment. If there is any presumed 
necessity for this measure, on account of any- 
thing growing out of the-late seizure of the arm- 
ory at Harper’s Ferry—and I apprehend that, in 
fact, that excitement is what has occasioned this 
bill—I should ‘like to know it. It seems to me 
that we should not reverse a policy that has been 
deliberately adopted, from a feeling growing out 
of what is an extraordinary, and may be said to 
be an accidental fact. If there are any particular 
reasons why it should be dune, I am not strenu- 
ous about it. I do not know a single man in one 
of these armories; I know nothing about them; 
but if there are any reasons why this change 
should be made, I hope the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs will favor the Senate 
with them. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will not argue the question, 
because I will not consume the time of the Sen- 
ate. Ifit be needful to argue the question at all, 
I will do it at some other time and on some other 
bill. Iwill merely state now to the Senator from 
New Hampshire thatit was rather, I think, in- 
terested persons, than the mechanics, who made 
the clamor on a former occasion. Persons who 
were prejudiced against particular superintend- 
ents, or persons who hoped to be superintendents 
themselves, I think, made the principal part of the 
The mechanics in the armories, I be- 
lieve, were well content. Butthe principal motive 
which urges me now to recommend the change, 
is the fact which has come to my knowledge from 
an ordnance officer in whom | have full confidence, 
and who has been charged with inspection, that 


|, the decline in manufacture at Harper’s Ferry has 


been so great that now the arms will not inter- 
change; whereas it has been for some twelve years 
the boast of our country that not only would all 
the arms made at each armory interchange, but 
that arms from the two armories would inter- 
change wherever they were brought together. 
This is the result of putting men in charge of the 
armories who have had no special training; who 


| have no special interest; who exercise no discip- 


line; who, itis to be feared, are electioneering with 
the men rather than performing their duties as 
public officers. Thatis my reason. It may go 
for what itis worth. If the Senate think proper 
to retain the system of civil superintendence, they 
can strike out the second section. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to hear from 


the chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 


| fairs what the reasons are upon which the first 


I had no | 


| sufficient. 


section is founded. 

Mr. DAVIS. It is, that the volunteer compa- 
nies of the States desiring arms, may purchase 
them of the Government manufacture. It isa 
long-settled policy—and I think a wise one on the 
part of the United States—to furnish arms, of the 
approved pattern for the public service, to the mili- 
tia. The appropriation which is made to supply 
the militia annually with arms, has not been found 
There are constant applications for 
arms beyond the quota. The Secretary of War 


| has no authority to issue them beyond the fixed 





; 
| 
‘ 


allowance to each State, being its pro rata share 
of the arms which may be made with $200,000. 
The Secretary of War, under that pressure, has 
this year recommended that the appropriation for 
the arming of the militia should be increased. In 
the mean time there are volunteer companies with 
State appropriations anxious to obtain arms if 
they will be furnished. If the Congress thinks 
proper to exclude them from the purchase of 
arms from the armories, then they must go to 
private establishments, and get patterns which are 
not those established by the Government—arms 
which I believe to be inferior; and arms which, 
if they were brought into the service of the United 
States, in the event of the country being involved 
in war, would not receive the ammunition which 
the Government supplies. If they are to buy arms 
at all, it is therefore advantageous that they should 
buy the Government pattern. 

here is another reason. We have machinery, 
shops, and power, which would enable us, witha 
cufleiont appropriation, to make at what is called 
the full plan, forty thousand stand of arms per 
annum. Our appropriation but enables the arm- 
ories to make eighteen thousand per annum. The 
difference between the two, then, could be made 
without increasing the work-shops, the machin- 
ery, or the power; and if this money was fur- 
nished by purchases on the part of the militia, 
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you would ge on as now, increasing your own | 
supply of arms and using the money supplied by 
the militia to work up the full establishment. 
You would arm the militia more rapidly than can | 
be done by such appropriations as the Congress | 
will, and, I believe, ought to make. These are 
the reasons. i 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Iam not disposed to con- 
trovert, or attempt to controvert, the Statements 
that are made by the Senator from Mississippi in 
relation to the first section 1 simply wanted to 
know the reasonis for it, and he has given them. 
In regard to the second section, I think that the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 
is somewhat in error as to the cause of the diffi- 
culty. J happened to be very much acquainted 
with it at the time. Iam in favor of the second 
section, and I have always been in favor of having 
these armories under military superintendence. | | 
remember that when [ was a member of the | 
Twenty-Seventh Congress there was very much 
difficulty onthe subject. A change had been made 
shortly before that. The difficulty did arise from 
the complaints of the workmen at that time. I 
know that that was the case, particularly in Spring- 
field. Atthe head of the armory in Springfield 
was placed an officer of the ordnance corps, who 
I know very well, and in whom I have very great || 
confidence, Colonel Ripley—not then ho 
and he introduced aie reforms into that arm- 
ory which he thought necessary. The work- 
men in the armory had, previous to that time, 
got pretty much the control @ it; that is, they 
controlled all their own business; they worked 
by the job and they had the control of their hours. 
I believe that the natural tendency in all such 
cases is, where the armories are under civil super- 
intendents, appointed by the Government, they 
are apt to degenerate somewhat into political ma- 
chines, and their desire of pleasing the workmen 
politically is very apt to influence the operation 
itself. Reforms, or what were thought to be re- 
forms, were introduced into that armory at the 
time. I speak of that, for I know nothing about 
the other, and it occasioned a very great excite- 
ment. ‘They were placed under rules and orders; 
time was fixed for the workmen, and it occasioned 
very great excitement, undoubtedly. It was 
brought before the Twenty-Seventh Congress, 
and Congress sustained the action of the Depart- 
ment, and in a very few years what before had 
become quite unpopular, became popular there. 
It was found that great reforms were introduced; 
but after a period it was deemed advisable in some 
quarters to put the armories under civil superin- 
tendence again, and the question was again brought 
up. I thought at the time, and think now, that it 
was carried through more with a political design 
than from any expectation or hope of benefitting 
the Government by introducing improvements 
into the armories. 

Now, sir, I think that it is perfectly manifest 
that the expense of civil superintendents should 
be saved in the first place. We have officers of 
the ordnance corps who ought to be acquainted 
with that business. Itis their duty; and no doubt 
they are fully acquainted with it. We have offi- 
cers who certainly must know more than any civil 
superintendent, as suggested by the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi; and I have only to 
close, as I began, by saying that, for these rea- 
sons, in view of what I have believed to be the 
experience of the armories for twenty years, and 
what I think recent events have demonstrated, it 
is not only advisable but absolutely necessary, for 
the interests of this Government, that they should 
be placed under the control of men who know 
what they want to do, and are able to see that it 
is done. I have always been in favor of it, and 
I am now. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from New Hamp- | 
shire to strike out the second section of the bill. 

Mr. HALE. I ask for the yeas and nays on 
that. I should like to ask the Caneeahte Senator 
from Maine, and the honorable Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, if there are not private establishments in 
this country, carried on by private enterprise alio- 
gether, and under civil superintendence, that make 
as good arms, and rather better, than what you 
make in your armories? I would instance Gol. 

That is a different kind | 


| 


onel Colt’s manufactory, at Hartford. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 


of arm. 


| able Senator in one word. 


Mr. HALE. So it is; a better kind, though. 

Mr. FESSENDEN., I will answer the honor+ 
If you could make a 
national armory a private establishment, by which 
the owners are to make money according as they 
have good arms, it might be done; but when you 
put people over them who have salaries, who are 
poliucal men, appointed for their politics, and 


| more desirous to accommodate a party than they 
| are toaid the Government, as 1s the case nine hun- 


dred and ninety-nine times out of every thousand, 


| gou will not get it done. There is a great differ- 


ence between an establishment managed by men 


| who have salaries for taking care of it, and those 


who manage their works for themselves, on their 
own account, with their own funds, and whose 
interest is dependent on the character of work they 
get done. 

Mr. HALE. I am in great hopes that we shall 
have an Administration soon that will adopt the 


, ec 


| very course the Senator recommends, and appoint 


betier men. I think the evil has arisen, inagreat 
degree, as the Senator says, from the Administra- 


| tion selecting improper men. I believe that when 


the system was first adopted of appointing civil 
superintendents—I do not mean the last time, but 
the time before—they appointed a clergyman to 
superintend the armory at Springfield, because he 
was a political man. But the fact is, that you will 
find the question | put, in regard to Colt’s factory 
at Hartford, is not answered. They make better 
arms there; and, if I understand the term of the 


| Senator from Mississippi, they make arms there 


that interchange perfectly. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will not discuss the question 
with the Senator. I will barely tell him, however, 
that he is speaking of a special arm, and that it 
has been brought to that perfection by the fact of 


| the Government buying it, sending its inspectors, 


trained in this military establishment, as it has 
been termed, who have forced that establishment 


| superintendent has returned his thanks for the 


| rigor of the inspection sent from the national arm- 


ory which has perfected his own establishment. 
Mr. HALE. They could go to our factories 
just in the same way, if we had civil superintend- 
ents; but do not want to make aspeech. | simply 
ask for the yeas and nays on my amendment. 


| superintendence of military, men, 


| up to the perfection-which it now has; and the | 


Mr. PUGH. I think the Army has got posses- | 


sion of enough departments of this Government. 
It controls all the expenditures for river and har- 
bor improvements; it controls the quartermaster’s 
and the commissary’s departments. It has been 
put out of the armories by act of Congress, and 
now wants to go back. 1 said once before, that 
I thought the ordnance corps was a eens 


| ary institution, peculiar, I think, toour Army, and 


| controls too much. 


is to be debated. 


| words, as it is up 
_ the chairman of the committee to the fact that he 


ought to be abolished. Now, it seems, we are to 
provide employment for them by giving them the 
control of the armories. As | said, the Arm 
It controls the public build 
ings—the Capitol and Treasury extension. 


but we put the work under a military officer. We 
had better give them the whole Government, at the 
rate we are going on. 


We | 


| cannot build a house, or dredge a river or harbor, 


Mr. SIMMONS. Lasked that this bill be post- 


~_ the other day, in order that I might read it. 
recollect a discussion some twelve or fourteen 


| years ago when these civil engineers were ap- 


0inted—— 


Mr. SLIDELL. 


Mr. SIMMONS. 
words, with the permission of the Senator from 


| Louisiana. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Rhode Island is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. SLIDELL. This bill was taken up with 
the distinct understanding that it would not be 
persisted in if it should lead to discussion. 

Mr. DAVIS. I cannot persist in it now, if it 

Mr. SIMMONS. I wish to say a very few 
I wish to call the attention of 


now proposes to turn the armories into a machine 
shop, run upon Government account, to sell arms. 
Is this in accordance with strict construction? 


| Of all the branches of business I ever, knew the 


General Government to undertake, a proposition 
to go to manufacture guns for sale is the most 


With the permission of the | 
| Senator from Rhode Island—— 
I think I will say a few | 
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i have no idea 
myself that the Government of the United States 
can nranufacture arms within twenty per cent, sa 
cheap as any private armory in the country. If 
these men want arms faster than we can make 
them and give them to them, they can buy them 
elsewhere. I suppose we distribute $200,000 
worth a year gratuitously to the States; that is 
well enough, because they go to people who 
would not buy them; but to set up this Govern- 
ment to manufacturing on its own account and 
risk will tend to ruin the country. 

‘Those who present such alproposition talk about 
a wantof power to build a military road; but they 
can find power to go to manufacturing arms for 
sale at the expense of the Government. I was 
not going to make any objection to the return to 
military rule in these armories, because 1 was 
informed that they had been very unfortunate in 
the selection of men to superintend the Harper’s 
Ferry armory, though without any such misfor- 
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| tune in Massachusetts, for | understood that had 


been properly conducted. If we have only two, 


and one out of the two is badly conducted, | think 
| it is safe to go back to the old system; but I have 
no doubt that, if the appointments were made in 


reference to the skill of the men, instead of their 


| politics, we should have a good superintendent 


at each place—a great deal better that you can 
have by the system of military superintendence. 
I have had some little experience about machine 
shops, and I do not think it wants a great deal 


| of military rigor to make the people work well; 


| it wants a little sound sense. 


“hese arms would 


| interchange as well under civil superintendents as 


military superintendents. As to manufacturing 
guns for sale, itis the last mode in which I would 
undertake to supply the country with arms. It 


| would cost two dollars for one. 


Mr. MASON. I cannot allow the vote to be 
taken, in justice to the section from which lL come, 
without expressing an earnest hope that the sec- 
ond section will not be stricken out. We have 
had some experience at the Harper’s Ferry arm- 
ory of the consequences resulting from a want of 
that habit of discipline which military education 
inspires. Atthe Harper’s Ferry armory, inde- 
pendent of the immense sums expended for the 
machinery, there is always on Jepenit a very 
large amount of public property. There is an 
arsenal there in which there is every year a very 
large deposit of public arms manufactured; and 
besides that, there is always a very large deposit 
of public money kept there for the use of the arm- 
ory. We know thatg on a very recent occasion, 
a Lends of some fifteen or twenty men were 
enabled to get possession of the aide of it, and 
to hold possession for some twenty-four hours. 
From what I saw and heard there, | could but feel 
assured that, if there had been a man of military 


| eXperience, military training and education, in 


charge of that armory, even without having any 
previous-disciplined corps, his early habits and 
the training of his education would have enabled 
him in a very few hours to get together a sufficient 
»okKkce, with arms in their hands, to expel them. 
it was accidental, and purely accidental, that this 
banditti did not get possession of the public money 
—to the amount, I understood, of some seventcen 


_ or eighteen thousand dollars—from not knowing 


where it was; but it was there, in fact, within a 
very few feet of them, and accessible. 
I was in the Senate at the time this change was 


| made; and I agree with the honorable Senator who 


is at the head of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. In my country, at least, that change was 


|| brought about, not by dissatisfaction originating 
among the workmen, but a dissatisfaction fo- 


_ the Federal patronage. 


mented and created in the workshops by inter- 


| ested parties out of doors, who wanted to enjoy 


They fomented the dis- 
satisfaction; they gotitup. I donot know what 
is the feeling among the workmen there now; 


| | have never inquired into it; but I am satisfied 


that the public interests require that this, which 
is a military establishment, should be in military 
charge ;and the public property should not be left 


| there, as it has been, exposed to depredation. 


I was impressed with the fact that so large an 
amount of public property was left under the sole 


| safeguard, every night, of a watchman taken from 


that class of men who are generally infirm or old— 


|| incapable of an thing but merely, as watchman, to 


il enormous one; and especially to put it under the || give warning. 


hat whole public property wasleft 
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in charge of a watchman; and the man I saw—an 
uneducated, illiterate man, and taken from that 
sphere in life—who, for the litte emolument that 
belongs to it, agreed to situp all night, and was not 
of asmuch value, when the banditu came, asa good 
watch-dog. ‘That is not a proper disposition to 
be made of the public property and public inter- 
ests of the country. Ido not know what the Sec- 
retary of War may consider proper; but 1do know 
what my experience satisfied me at the time as 
proper—that it should not only be under military 
superintendence, but there should be a military 
guard permanently stationed there for the protec- 
uuon of the public property. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not know what may 
be necessary in Virginia, in regard to taking care 
of the public property; but I am very well satis- 
fied that nothing of the kind is necessary in Mas- 
sachusetts. It docs not need any military guard 
there, to prevent its being depredated upon or 
taken possession of. That, however, does not 
change my opinion on the general subject. But 
1 rose merely for the purpose of entering my dis- 
sent to what would seem to be the natuyab infer- 
ence from what was said by the omit Sena- 
tor from Ohio, [Mr. Puen.| Why, sir, we have 
a Military Academy, which we conduct at very 
great expense, and have for years. We give men 


there the very best scientific education. We edu- 


cate them as engineers, topographical engineers, 
artillerymen, &c. They | 

and all the training that is necessary in order to 
accompiish them in their profession as engineers; 
and many are so,! presume, quite as much so as 
any men inthe country. Itis a time of peace, 
We have had peace for the greatest portion of the 
years in this Republic; and I trust we may have 
peace always. Ve we are well prepared for war, 


it is said, we shall have the better chance for | 


peace. 
Now, gir, what would you do with these men? 


lave every advantage, | 


They are scientific men, well educated. You want 


to make a scientific survey of a harbor, if you 
a Tould v a as » 

please. Would you keep these men doing noth- 

ing, and employ somebody from civil life to do the 


work which a public officer under salary can do | 


as well, or better? There are many surveys ne- 
cessary in our country, and why not employ the 
gentiemen whom you educate for the purpose of 
making them?’ Are they to remain, if we have 
work forthem todo, incomparative idleness, while 
necessary surveys of a scientific character are 
going on under the supervision and direction of 
the General Government at the public expense ? 
It would be very poor econagny, avery great want 


of wisdom; and yet the Senator from Ohio com- | 


plains that the officers of the Army have every- 
thing, and he thinks it best to limit their opera- 
tions. I think they have had too much to do; 
that is, they have been put into improper places, 
places for which they were not particularly fitted, 


in some cases; but those cases, I take it, are not | 
very numerous; and, at all events, it is not one of | 


those cases where the exception necessarily proves || 


the rule; that is to say, because in some instances 


officers of the Army have been placed in sisma- | 


tions where other men should have been placed, 
it does not, therefore, follow that they should be 


expelled from all situations for which they are | 


eminently proper, and for which we have edu- 
cated them. 

1am not particularly in favor of the Army as 
such; but I do not entertain the horror in regard 
to it that my friend from New Hampshire does. 
I do not tremble at the name of army. I believe 
we must have one; at any rate something more 
than a mere skeleton. We have service for it to 
perform in this country, on the borders and else- 
where, and we have abundant occasion for what 
scientific information the men of the Army may 
possess. If we carry out the ideas of my friends 
on this side of the House, to say the least of it, 
we have cnough for all of these men to do, and it 
is very idle for us, in my judgment, to talk im this 


manner, and say when we have this kind of work | 


to do, that because they are Army officers, we will 
therefore lay them aside and employ civilians to 
do the work which, under the United States Gov- 
ernment, must necessarily be done. They can do 
no harm as engineers, at any rate. 

Our liberties are ig no great danger, I take it, 
from the simple fact that we are deriving some 
benefit from the expense we have been at in edu- 
cating gentlemen. I have no very great appre- 
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hensions of any evils to be suffered from employ- 
ing young men taken from the ranks of civil life 
originally, and educated up to a standard where 
they can be of great service to their country. | 
enter my protest altogether against this kind of 
outery against the Army,as if an army of the size 
of ours in this country could ever b® a very great 
evil to us, except from the enormous expense it 
oceasions. Sir, the trouble in regard to the Army 
is not in reference to the officers whom we em- 


ploy, but in reference to the administration of the || 


Army inthe Departments; the contracts, and all 
the corruptions which I believe exist and have 
existed with reference to the management of affairs 
connected with the Army—the dollars and cents; 
not the pay of the officers, although I think in 
many cases that is too high, and needs regulation. 
I agree with the Senator as to those things; but so 
far as regards availing ourselves of and deriving 
benefit from the education that we have given to 


the officers of the Army, taking these men from | 


among ourselves—young men, educated —and 
getting something for the expense that we are 
at in their education, in the way of scientific im- 
rrovement, I hold that it is the very wisest and 
vest thing for us to do; and that the employ- 
ment of officers in the business under the Gov- 
ernment for which they are eminently fitted, is, 
in my judgment, a thing to be approved, and not 
disapproved. 


To come back to the question under considera- || 


tion, I think this is an illustration of it. Every 
one understands what these armories are. They 


are establishments for the manufacture of armsof | 


| different descriptions. Of those arms, of their man- 
ufacture, of their quality, of their character, who 
ought to be so good judges as the officers of the 
ordnance department, whose education is directed 
| to that particular thing? They ought to know bet- 
ter than any other men. At any rate, they ought 


to know better than political preachers, whether | 


of the cloth or without the cloth; better than an 
men who are taken up merely for political consid- 


erations to reward some partisan, and put over a || 


business that they know nothing aboutin the world. 
My friend said he hoped we should soon have 

an administration which would appoint honest 
/men. I hope so, too; but, my word for it, you 
may get any administration, and you will have 
offices of this description usually awarded to re- 
ward political service. I hope they will be honest 
services, and properly rewarded; but that avoids 
the question. The question is, who so eminently 
fit as officers of the ordnance department to man- 

| age this very matter for which they are educated ? 
Who so calculated to do it well in the service of 

| the Government? Whose appointment willsave 


money? You must pay salaries to men taken from | 


| civil life, thus multiplying officers. 

If all this is so, whatobjectionisthere? Isany- 
| body injured? Are the citizens injured inany way ? 
Is the power of the Army increased? Is the power 
of the Administration increased? Are our likerties 


ofthe kind, sir. I think itis a mere matter of com- 


you put them under the direction of men who are 


nected with the military, or put men there, from 
other considerations, who know nothing of that 
which they undertake to do. I take it that is the 
only question in the world about it except the one 
suggested by the Senator from Virginia, and that, 
perhaps, it is more proper for him to speak upon 
than myself. 


Mr. HALE. Mr. President 


Mr. SLIDELL. I hope the Senator will give 








morrow. 
Mr. HALE. I give way. 


The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


BANK ISSUES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 50) to 
| prohibit the issue of bank notes by cor vorations, 
|| associations, or individuals, within the District of 


Columbia; and further to prevent the circulation | 


indanger? One would think so; butI see no trouble | 


mon sense applied to a common matter of business. || 
We have these establishments; they require scien- | 
tific knowledge; they require practical acquaint- || 
ance with the thing; and the mere question 1s, will | 


supposed to have, who ought to have, who do | 
| have, the necessary information, and who are con- | 


way. Itis evident that this bill will lead to a pro- | 
tracted discussion. I ask now that the further | 
consideration of this bill be postponed until to- | 








ry 23. 
of bank notes issued by any incofporated com- 
pany, orassociation of individuals, located beyond 
the limits of the District of Columbia, of a less 
, denomination than twenty dollars. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Louisi- 
| ana, [Mr. Simext,] in line seven of section one, 
to strike out the word ‘*exchange.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The next 
amendment is 
| Mr. SIMMONS. I have the floor. 
| Mr. PUGH. Let us vote on the amendment. 
Mr. SIMMONS I intend to try to convince 
| the Senate that it is improper to legislate on this 
subject at all. When I was referring to this bill 

on the day before yesterday, I called the atten- 
| tion of the chairman of the special committee, and 
of the Senate, to the legal question whether or not 
the present associated banks in this District were 
subject to any of the liabilities previously im- 
posed upon them as corporations? 

Mr. SLIDELL. The Senator propounds that 
| question. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Isay thatI called the atten- 
tion of the Senate to a mistake that I thought the 
Senator had made in holding the present genera- 
tion of men subject to the charges that he mukes 
against their ancestors. The Bank of Washing- 
ton was a bank of deposit and issue more than 
fifty years ago; and, as such, it applied for an act 
_ of incorporation; and, when that act was granted, 
| no new power w&PBiven to it, except the power 
| to sue and be sued, and to make regulations as to 
| the election of its officers. That charter continued 
|| first for ten years, and then for fifteen years. The 
|| subsequent acts were acts in relation to the wind- 
| ing up of its concerns. At the expiration of the 
| last act for winding up its concerns, sixteen years 
| ago, the stockholders wound them up by trans- 





ferring everything they had to a single individual, 
|| and that ended the corporation and its business 
|| under the act. Now, the Senator from Louisi- 
|| ana has drawn up charges against these men for 
|| misconduct while they were under these acts of 
|| incorporation ; and he asks the Senate to visit 

with its law apenalty for that misconduct in the 
, destruction of the present men, who had nothing 

to do with it. I said, the other day, that I sup- 
| posed, when an act of incorporation expired, the 
| property of the corporation would revert to the 
original owners, with all their rights, without any 
law. Ihave no doubt that the statutes made to 
extend these acts of incorporation were for the 
purpose of winding up the concerns. Perhaps 
some of them did not intend to wind up, and some 
did. Some of them did wind up, at any rate. But 
however that may be, the last generation of men 
were the parties who did what was done; for I 
believe it is safe to say that no generation of busi- 
ness men continues longer than twenty-five years. 
One of these institutions has been in business over 
fifty years. Whatever they may have done in the 
first twenty-five years of their existence, under 
|| acts of incorporation, the succeeding generation 
are not responsible for. 

But the principal purpose I had in saying any- 
thing on the question before the Senate, was to 
notice the fact that this bill was proposed, as de- 
clared by the committee in their report, as an 
example for the States. The Government of the 
United States is to impose penalties and hardships 
on the citizens of this District as an example for 
| the State governments to follow. 1 should think 
that, as representatives of the States, we might 
commend to the citizens of this District, over 
which we have the control, the example of our 
States in getting along harmoniously and favor- 
ably in their financial affairs, rather than to set up 
this party dogma, that has exploded everywhere, 
wherever it has been tried, and undertake to set 
an example to them here, by punishing the people 
of this city, to whose votes we are exempt from 
answering. I should-like the Senators who want 
to try this experiment on the temper of their coun- 
trymen, to try it where they could be reached by 
the votes of their countrymen, if it did not happen 
to suitthem. I believe there is not a State, not 
| one on the Atlantic slope, which has not banking 
| institutions, banks of issue, and banks of deposit. 





| At the time these charters expired in 1836, I ad- 
| mit there was a great feeling against banking in- 
| stitutions in the country. ‘There was a sort of 
‘| purpose everywhere to try an experiment with 
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